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INTRODUCTION

This document presents the Compre-
hensive Plan for the Village of Oak Lawn,
llinois. The Comprehensive Plan is the
Village's official policy guide for future
growth and development. it includes
goals, objectives and policies for the fu-
ture of the community, long-range rec-
ommendations for land-use, transporta-
tion, community facilities, annexation and
growth management, and other Plan and
project components.

The benefits of the Comprehensive Plan
extend to all Oak Lawn residents. It co-
ordinates the actions of public and pri-
vate entities into a directed strategy for
future change. In this context the Com-
prehensive Plan will help direct the en-
ergies and efforts of the community to
realize mutual needs and aspirations.

THE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING
PROGRAM

The program for preparing the new Oak
Lawn Comprehensive Plan consisted of
extensive study and community partici-
pation Key steps in the planning process
are highlighted beiow

+ Study Initiation. The study began in
September, 1995 when the Viilage
engaged the consulting team to as-
sist in the preparation of its new Plan.

¢+ FEarly Citizen Participation Activi-
ties. A variety of early citizen partici-
pation activities were undertaken to
gain insight into the community's as-
sessment of issues and potentials for
the Village. These inciuded:

Community Survey. The Village of
Oak Lawn conducted a community
survey in December 1995. The sur-
vey was mailed to 6,000 households,

and the Village received 3,165 re-
sponses, for a retumn rate of approxi-
mately 53 percent.

Key Person Interviews. The consult-
ing team conducted interviews with
17 individuals possessing varying in-
terests in the community In general,
the objective of key person interviews
is to obtain candid, first-hand re-
sponses and views about Oak Lawn
as it exists today, and discuss com-
munity issues and potentials that
should be taken into consideration as
part of the planning process.

Steering Committee Workshop On
November 7, 1995 a workshop was
held to discuss committee perspec-
tives on needs and potentials of the
community.

Background Studies. A series of
background studies was prepared by
the consultant dealing with various
aspects of the community, including
land-use, development  trends,
demographic analyses, environ-
mental features, transportation,
community facilities, public utilities,
housing conditions and economic de-
velopment. These were discussed in
detail with the Comprehensive Plan
Steering Committee and the general
public.

Goals and Objectives. Based upon
the conclusions of all previous work
activity, Planning Goals and Objec-
tives dealing with various compo-
nents of the community were devel-
oped and reviewed with the Steering
Committee.
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¢ Concept Alternatives Based on

the conclusions reached in the back-
ground studies concerning overal is-
sues and opportunities within the Vil-
lage, alternative concepts for future
community development, preserva-
tion and improvement were prepared.
The concepts represented alternative
approaches to land-use and com-
munity faciliies and transportation
and evaluated the implications of
each alternative approach. Through
discussion and comparison by the
Comprehensive Plan  Steering
Committee, local officials, and the
public, a preferred concept approach
was selected as the basis for prepa-
ration of the new Ptan.

Plan and Program FPreparation
Based on preliminary consensus
reached on a preferred concept, a
draft Plan was prepared by the con-
sulting team and reviewed by the
Village. The Plan includes recom-
mendations for specific land-use ar-
eas within the Village as well as a
more defailed sftudy of key geo-
graphic areas.

Plan Refinement. The Plan was re-
fined based on detailed review by the
Comprehensive Plan  Steering
Committee, Planning and Develop-
ment Commission, local officials and
the public.

Final Plan Preparation. The Pian
was then prepared in final form con-
sisting of this document.

ORGANIZATION OF THE PLAN
REPORT

The Comprehensive Plan is divided into
five parts:

¢+ Part I: Context and Plan Frame-
work which presents key elements of
the new Comprehensive Plan and an
overview explanation of major policy
initiatives of the new Plan.

+ Part [l: Planning Goals, Objectives,
and Policies presents the overall
community needs and aspirations to
be addressed under the Plan.

¢+ Part lil: Prepared for the Future -
Long-Range Plan presents recom-
mendations for future improvement,
growth, development and preserva-
tion within the community. The Long-
Range Plan has three sections: a)
the Land-Use Plan; b) the Transpor-
tation Plan; and c¢) the Community
Facilities Plan.

+ Part IV: Pulling it all Together -
Implementation sets forth specific
actions required to implement the
Plan, including follow-up studies and
projects, development controls up-
date, capital improvements program,
and review and amendment.

¢+ Part V: Community inventory pro-
vides an overview and background of
key aspects of the Plan which led to
the development of the Comprehen-
sive Plan.
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L.

The Oak Lawn Comprehensive Plan --
Context and Plan Framework

THE CONTEXT

Settled in 1842 and incorporated in
1809, the Village of Oak Lawn is a “first
generation” suburban community within
the greater Chicago Region A primary
basis for incorporation was to maintain
its autonomy and resist inclusion into
the City of Chicago. The settlement of
Qak Lawn, originally known to its set-
tlers as Black Oaks Grove, grew around
the development of the Wabash Rail-
road. In 1850, Oak Lawn’'s Population
neared 9,000. Ozk Lawn’s population
peaked in the mid-1970's at approxi-
mately 63,000. The Village’s 1995
population was estimated to be a stable
56,830. Minor increases are anticipated
over the next two decades.

Since its early origins, the community
has continued to evolve as a quality
residential community. Oak Lawn
maintains a high level of civic pride and
involvement. This is reflected in the
overall quality and character of devel-
opment patterns in the community and
is also reflected in the quality of public
services and facilities. The Village's citi-
zenry is highly active in community and
governmental affairs, and historically is
a fundamental basis for the community’s
success. The community’s vision for the
future, contained in the following sec-
tion, seeks fo continue these traditions.

Oak Lawn has entered a more mature
stage in its physical and economic evo-
lution. The Village is virtually developed
and the Plan’s overall emphasis is to
maintain the vitality of its neighbor-
hoods, commercial and industrial areas,
and public facilities and services.
Change will come in context of redevel

opment, and the Plan must direct re-
sources and actions to ensure change is
consistent with the scale of the com-
munity and its goals, as articulated in
the Plan. It envisions the community's
maturation as an enhancement to the
physical assets which made the com-
munity a desirable setting in the first
place. These features and characteris-
tics are described in detail below as a
“framework” upon which the community
has developed its overall Comprehen-
sive Plan.

THE PLANNING FRAMEWORK

In the future, Oak Lawn will continue to
build upon its assets, leverage desirable
change, and maintain community stabil-
ity in each of these are described below.

Strong and Vital Residential Neigh-
borhoods

Residential neighborhoods comprise the
vast majority of the Village and are seen
as a major asset and strength. The Plan
ensures physical conditions in our
neighborhoods will remain stable. Gen-
erally, the Village's role will be to con-
tinue to provide high quality municipal
services and facilities, and the citizens’
role will be to continue to actively main-
tain neighborhood areas. The Village
will continue to work to help ensure
neighborhood needs are met.

Comprehensive Plan
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The Land-Use Plan seeks to protect the

overall pattern and arrangement of resi-

dential uses. It also encourages, how-
ever, a continued variety of styles of
homes and environments to meet a
wide-range of lifestyles.

A Diverse Business Community

Maintenance and improvement of the
Village's business areas are critical to
the continued success of our Village.
The Plan calls for continued improve-
ment and development of the Village's
major commercial street corridors. This
change will be an on-
going process. The Plan
establishes parameters
for the overall organiza-
tion and improvement to
its commercial areas.

The Plan encourages
continued commercial
revitalization and im-

provement to occur in
partnership with the Vil-
lage of Oak Lawn. The
financial resources of the
Village to provide high quality services
and facilities are directly related to the
continued health and well being of the
business community.

The Heart of Oak Lawn

The Plan places special emphasis on
the continued evolution of the Heart of
Oak Lawn as the Village’s distinctive
mixed-use central area. The Plan envi-
sions the area becoming the Village's
focal point noted by its distinguished
design and mix of public and private
land-uses. It emphasizes an intensively
developed pedestrian scale environ-
ment, and will be the primary location
where citizens gather in daily life as well
as in celebration of key community
events.

The Plan is not a
static document....
Continued community
interest, participation
and action will be
necessary to give life
to the plan and realize
its aspirations over

time.

Superb Community and Cultural Fa-
cilities

The Village's reputation for high quality
community services and facilities is se-
cure under the policies and direction of
the Plan. The Plan recognizes that while
the emphasis of the services will con-
tinue to be “family” oriented, other
needs will be addressed including those
of youth and senior citizens. The Plan is
necessarily flexible in this regard to
permit response to unforeseen future
needs,

A hallmark of a “full serv-
ice” community are the
cultural and entertainment
facilities available to its
citizens. The Plan en-
courages the develop-
ment of cuitural and enter-
tainment facilities. These
facilities will not only pro-
vide locally serving cul-
tural opportunities to resi-
dents, but will also have a
linkage to the business
and investment culture of
the Village.

Community Accessibility

The Village’s regional position, maintain-
ing direct accessibility to the regional
expressway system and Chicago’s
Loop, is vitally important to the eco-
nomic health of the Village Further,
while regional roadway accessibility
must be maintained, the Plan also calls
for continued access to this system for
local serving needs. The Plan also
seeks to increase bicycle and pedes-
trian access within the Village and be-
yond. These improvements will facilitate
both recreation and mobility goals for
future living

Comprehensive Plan
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Community Participation

Residents, business, and other com-
munity based interests will continue to
have access to the community. The
Plan itself is the product of extensive
participation by a range of community
interests. The Plan’s implementation,
and most of the future successes of the
community, will be derived from mutual
agreement and action.

The Plan is not a static document. it is a
program guide, subject {o evolution and
change as conditions warrant. Contin-
ued community interest, participation
and action will be necessary to give life
to the plan and realize its aspirations
over time.
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Oak Lawn Goals,
Objectives, and Policies
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1.

Oak Lawn Goals and Objectives

To be effective, the Comprehensive Plan

must respond to the expressed values
and desires of the local community.
Goals, objectives, and policies help to
provide this focused guidance. These
statements transform the collective val-
ues of the community into operational
statements which are used, in part, as
guidefines in the planning process.

Goals, ohjectives and policies each have
a distinct meaning and purpose in the
planning program:

Goals articulate long-range aspira-
tions of the community. They are
stated in terms that can promote
agreement on major issues or needs
necessary to support actions and
strategies required fo realize aspira-
tions. They represent an end to be
sought, although some may never be
fully realized.

Objectives identify the types of initia-
fives that must be taken to realize
goals. Objectives are stated to pro-
vide a means of measurement to-
ward goal attainment.

Policies  identify  more specific
courses of action required to achieve
stated goals and objectives. Policies
are intended to be more finite, meas-
urable actions which can be under-
taken by various interests in the
community.

Policies are included in the long-range
ptanning elements of the new Plan. The
Goals and Objectives have been created
around substantive topic areas for: Gen-
eral Goals; Village Image, Design and
identity; Housing and Residential Land

Use Areas; Commercial and Retail De-
velopment; Employment Land-Use Ar-
eas; Transporiation; Community Facili-
ties and Services; Parks and Recreation;
Natural Environment; Intergovernmental
and Organizational Coordination; Fiscal
and Economic Development; and Pro-
gram Administration.

A. GENERAL GOALS

The following general goals have been
developed as a “guiding framework” for
any future change in the community.

Goal 1

We will achieve a balanced pattern
of physical growth and development
in our community that provides for
well designed, compatible and eco-
nomically sustainable residential,
business and employment areas.

Rationale

There is a high level of consensus in
our community on the need to de-
velop and redevelop sites in a man-
ner which has long-term economic
stability and meets the educational,
social, employment and lifestyle
needs of our citizens.

Goal 2

We will continue to develop as a
physically distinctive and high-quality
community.

Rationale

To continue to develop our own
sense of community, there is a need
to physically enhance and improve
areas of our Village, particularly its
major street corridors and down-

Comprehensive Plan
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town. We expect this o be accom-

plished in the manner in which we

design land-use areas as well as in
the manner in which we coordinate
and improve public facilties and
services.

Goal 3

We will continue to enhance and im-
prove the quality of life for our citi-
zens through the provision of quality
community facilities and services.

Rationale

in support of our identity as a strong
residential community, we are
commitied to providing community
facilities and services to meet our
citizens’ expectations.

Goal 4

We will forge and maintain strong
public and private partnerships to
capitalize upon and coordinate all
resources and assets our commu-
nity has to offer in carmrying out
plans, policies and programs.

Rationale

The Village of Oak Lawn seeks fo
continue meaningful and productive
relationships with local organiza-
tions, civic groups, institutions and
individuals to create awareness and
understanding of community needs
and potentials as well as to mobilize
these organizations into action for
change. This participatory philoso-
phy is a central element in our stra-
tegic approach to community in-
volvement and change.

B. VILLAGE IMAGE, DESIGN
AND IDENTITY

Goal 1

We will develop a strong and positive
physical community image through pub-
lic and private improvements which en-
hance various physical features of the
community and contribute to Oak
Lawn’s sense of place

Objectives

1. Emphasize continued appear-
ance improvements of the Vil-
lage’s major street corridors in
ways which distinguish Oak
Lawn from surrounding com-
munities.

2. Improve and maintain the attrac-
tive appearance of all areas of
the Village.

3. Encourage compatible and high-
quaiity design and construction
for all developments in the
community, with an emphasis on
quality site design and building
orientation, and site improve-
ments.

4, Complete the improvement of all
local streets

5. Establish an improvement pro-
gram which results in the devel-
opment of physical facilities and
features which distinguish Oak
Lawn from surrounding com-
munities.

6. Identify historical resources and
seek ways in which they may be
enhanced for future generations.

Comprehensive Plan
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C. HoUsSING AND RESIDENTIAL
LAND-USE AREAS

Goal 1

We will provide a housing inventory and
living environment which will accommo-
date anticipated future growth and
maintain the overall character of the
Viilage.

Objectives

1. Maintain public services and fa-
cilities necessary to ensure the
long-term stability of all neigh-
borhoods within the community.

2. Protect residential areas from
encroachment by land uses
which are incompatible or which
may create adverse impacts

3. Expand senior citizen housing
options.

4, Continue to emphasize the low-
density residential character of
Oak Lawn.

5. Establish and apply a system of
residential densities to establish
the Village’s preferences for the
location, intensity and arrange-
ment of its residential use areas.

6. Encourage new development
and infill development which is
complementary with the scale
and character of surrounding
residential uses.

7. Working with property owners
and developers, seek a variety
of housing types meeting the
lifestyles and needs of the com-
munity.

Goal 2

We will make available high-quality and
well maintained housing for all residents
of the Village.

Objectives

1. Implement regutar and active
code enforcement in residential
areas of the Village.

2. Express the economic impor-
tance of the diversity of the Vil-
lage’s housing stock and work to
ensure neighborhood stability in
all areas of the Village.

3. Work to keep local financial and
lending institutions committed
and involved in meeting all
housing needs of the Village.

D. COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL
DEVELOPMENT

Goal 1

We will encourage a compatible and
market supportable system of commer-
cial development that is organized to
provide various goods and services
within the community and the greater
region which Oak Lawn serves.

Objectives

1. Designate and facilitate a Vil-
lage-wide system of commercial
development providing for
neighborhood, community and
regional commercial areas.

2. The Land-Use Plan should seek
a quantity and mix of commercial
and retail development which
meets the needs of the Village
over the planning period.

3. For the benefit of shopping pa-
trons, ensure convenient access
to and adequate parking within
all commercial shopping areas.

4. Ensure that all retail, office and
commercial activities are con-
centrated within or near areas of
similar or compatible uses.

6. Ensure that commercial and re-
tail development is compatible
with neighboring land-use areas.

Comprehensive Plan
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7. Encourage the design of new
commercial development to fa-
cilitate a system of pedestrian
access.

8. ldentify and encourage the im-
provement or redevelopment of
select commercial areas which
are, or are becoming, function-
ally obsolete.

9. Implement regular and active
property maintenance and code
enforcement in commercial ar-
eas of the Village.

Goal 2

We will emphasize the Village’s arterial
street corridors as the primary commer-
cial activity areas.

Objectives

1. Promote a healthy and mutually
reinforcing mix of commercial,
retail, institutional, municipal and
transportation related uses along
95th Street.

2. Expand the range of commercial
activities along 95th Street and
Cicero Avenue

3. Support the development of a
business organization which
emphasizes meeting the busi-
ness needs of 95th Sireet,
Cicero Avenue and other corri-
dor areas of the community.

4. Set physical development and
improvement boundaries for the
Heart of Oak Lawn and further
define the physical and eco-
nomic relationship between the
Heart of Oak Lawn and other
commercial areas.

5 Develop and improve the Heart
of Oak Lawn as a key design
and activity area of 95th Street,
and the community as a whole.

6.  Ensure that new development
and redevelopment of private
properiies is in scale and de-

signed complimentary to existing
development.

Goal 3

We will provide adequate off-street
parking and loading facilities to serve
non-residential use areas along 95th
Street and Cicero Avenue.

Objectives

1. ldentify general locations where
additional  private  off-street
parking and loading improve-
ments may be appropriate and
desirable along the commercial
corridors.

2. Consider the possibility of provid-
ing additional public parking
along 95th Street.

Goal 4

We will develop aesthetically pleasing
and functionaily well-designed retail and
commercial shopping area environ-
ments.

Objectives

1. Encourage high-quality site de-
velopment and amenities in
commercial areas.

2. Encourage coordinated and
shared vehicle access wherever
possible.

3. Maintain a program that rea-
sonably and uniformly regulates
signage while providing for the
identification of Village busi-
nesses,

4. Establish special design and im-
provement standards for com-
mercial areas, particularly for
development aiong the com-
munity’s major corridors.

5. Work with commercial property
owners and managers to ensure
economic vitality and stability in

Comprehensive Plan
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E.

Goal 1

ali commercial shopping areas of
the Village

EMPLOYMENT LAND-USE
AREAS

We will maintain and expand the em-
ployment base within the community
which enhances the overall standard of

living.

Objectives

1

Encourage  diversification of
employment opportunities within
the community.

Ensure compatible land-use re-
lationships between employment
development and surrounding
land-use areas.

Seek to attract new business
and employment which provides
opportunity for improving individ-
ual and community weaith.
Maintain and enhance local ef-
forts for employment retention
and facilitate the expansion and
development plans of local in-
dustrialists.

Require all new employment de-
velopment to meet performance
standards for noise, air, odor
and other forms of environ-
mental pollution.

Encourage new development
and redevelopment to correct
platting, access and other defi-
ciencies. This will provide for
standard sized and configured
development parcels in previ-
ously platted areas or sites of
existing underutilized parcels.

F.

TRANSPORTATION

Goal 1

We will improve our transportation sys-
tem to provide for safe and efficient
movement of vehicles, pedestrians and
cyclists

Objectives

1.

10.

1.

Protect the function of the overall
street hierarchy within the com-
munity through effective access
and land-use controls.
Implement traffic management
strategies which will minimize
the impact of peak traffic flows in
the Village

Enforce consistent street devel-
opment criteria for each class of
street within the Village.

Ensure adequate road surface
conditions to accommodate re-
quired traffic volumes.

Ensure adequate capacity and
safe design of street intersec-
tions and interchanges.
Coordinate land-use and trans-
portation planning to maximize
and direct land-use opportunities
created by major transportation
facilities within and around the
Village.

Design transportation facilities to
provide a high aesthetic value
and quality.

Discourage nonlocal ftraffic in
residential neighborhoods.

Work with the Oak Lawn Park
District who shall have respon-
sibility in implementing a com-
munity-wide Bikeway Plan.
Complete sidewalk and street
light improvements in areas
lacking these facilities.

Provide adequate street lighting
in order to minimize potential
traffic conflicts.

Comprehensive Plan
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12. Ensure adequate resources for
maintenance of streets and pub-
lic rights-of-way in the Village.

Goal 2

We will ensure the residents of the Vil-
lage of Oak Lawn reasonable access to
public transportation.

Objectives

1. Encourage public transportation
providers to meet the needs Oak
Lawn residents and businesses.

2. Provide sufficient commuter
parking to serve the Oak Lawn
Metra passenger railroad station.

3. Work to meet the Village obliga-
tions under the Intermodal Sur-
face Transportation Efficiency

Act (ISTEA).
G. COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND
SERVICES
Goal 1

We will help to ensure the overall cost-
effective and efficient delivery of utilities,
including water, waste water collection
and treatment, stormwater, solid waste
disposal, solid waste recycling, electric-
ity, natural gas, and communications.

Objectives

1. Continue to provide for adequate
water supply to all areas of the
Village.

2. Provide for adequate waste wa-
ter collection and disposal serv-
ices to all areas of the Village.

3. Conduct a Village-wide storm
water management study defin-
ing short- and long-range im-
provement needs.

5. Ensure the water distribution
system provides adequate water

storage and pressure for fire
protection for all areas of the
Village.

6 Ensure adequate resources for
and maintenance of Village utili-
ties and facilities.

Goal 2

We will ensure high-quality municipal,
educational, and library facilities and
services to all residents of the Village of
Oazk Lawn.

Objectives

1. Continue to provide adequate
Village public services including,
but not limited to, police and fire
protection, public works, utilities,
emergency medical services,
and administration.

2. Ensure that new public sites and
buildings are designed as
“landmark structures™ that will
enhance the appearance and
quality of the Village.

3. Work with Library officials to en-
sure adequate facilities meet
future demand.

4. Seek the designation of elemen-
tary school district boundaries,
or the reorganization of atten-
dance centers to allow Oak
Lawn residents to attend school
in Oak Lawn.

5. Support the continued presence
of the Library in the Heart of Oak
Lawn.

H. PARKS, RECREATION AND
OPEN SPACE

Goal 1

We will encourage the preservation and
development of an adequate parks and
recreation system to serve the needs of
Oak Lawn residents.

Comprehensive Plan
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Objectives

1. Work with the Oak Lawn Park
District to seek adeguate neigh-
borhood and community park
and recreation sites and facili-
ties.

2. Establfish locations for open
space which contribute to a
pleasing and economically viable
community-wide  development
pattern.

3. In concert with the QOak Lawn
Park District, monitor local com-
munity needs and perceptions
and develop new recreational
facilities and services which re-
spond to specific desires of Vil-
lage residents.

4. Work with the Oak Lawn Park
District to improve park, recrea-
tion, and bicycle facilities which
are sensitive to natural and hu-
man-made environmenta! fea-
tures.

i NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Goal 1

We will seek to protect natural re-
sources which enhance the quality of
life and provide a balance between hu-
man-made and natural areas.

Objectives

1. Continue to promote local
awareness of environmental is-
sues.

2. Work with appropriate agencies
to ensure that standards for air
quality are met.

3. Promote appropriate land-use
activities in flood-prone, fiood
hazard and wetland areas.

4. Protect important hydrologic
features such as streams,
ponds, flood plains and drainage

ways, all of which affect other
natural processes.

5. Encourage the preservation and
protection of areas characterized
by a number of overiapping envi-
ronmental and natural features,
such as woodlands, wetlands,
rivers and other features.

J. INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND
ORGANIZATIONAL
COOPERATION

Goal 1

We will encourage the coordination and
cooperation among federal, state and
locai agencies and organizations poten-
tially having interest in Oak Lawn to en-
sure the greatest level of efficiency and
effectiveness in the provision of munici-
pal services.

Objectives

1. Coordinate with surrounding
communities and county and re-
gional agencies to ensure conti-
nuity and consistency of overall
community planning and devel-
opment activities.

2 Establish meaningful lines of
communication with  those
agencies and organizations that
can assist the Village in meeting
its overall planning objectives,
and work to secure participation
of these agencies and organiza-
tions in realizing mutual objec-
tives.

3. Continue to seek cooperative
working relationships with adjoin-
ing communities in the financing
of local community facilities and
services.

4. Continue fo seek grants, loans
and other sources of intergov-
ernmental funding transfers.

Comprehensive Plan
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5. Work cooperatively with adjoin-
ing communities regarding mu-
tual concerns and needs in im-
proving the overall appearance
and economic health of the Vil-
lage’s major street cormmidors.

6. Continue to encourage commu-
nication and collaboration among
service providers to provide the
most efficient and cost effective
services possible.

K. FiscAL AND EcoNOmIC
DEVELOPMENT

Goal 1

We will achieve economic prosperity by
maintaining and enhancing our diversity
of new commercial, office, office re-
search, distribution and light manufac-
turing uses.

Objectives

1. Coordinate planning and eco-
nomic development activities in a
manner which provides regular
opportunities for contact be-
tween business and develop-
ment interests within the Village

2. Seek opportunities for new em-
ployment growth through the
retention and expansion of exist-
ing Oak Lawn employers.

3. Target and selectively recruit
growth firms that will strengthen
or develop iocal concentrations
of similar and related firms.

4. Ensure that new development
pays its fair share of public facili-
ties and service costs which are
attributable to the demand for
additional facilities or services as
a result of new development.

5. Continue to provide resources
for maintenance of the Village’s
physical facilities.

L. PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

Goal

We will implement, monitor and update
the Comprehensive Plan.

Objectives

1. Make available existing and/or
new financial resources to im-
plement the Comprehensive
Plan

2. Establish a process for the
regular review and update of the
Comprehensive Plan.

3. In the Comprehensive Plan re-
view and amendment process,
the Planning and Development
Commission should consider any
input and involvement of the Vil-
lage Board, the various Village
committees, local organizations,
and individuals.

4. ldentify and engage agencies
and organizations willing to
share in the responsibility for ac-
tive implementation of the Plan.

Comprehensive Plan
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Prepared for the Future -

Long-Range Plan

Comprehensive
Plan
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The Long-range Plan includes poli-
cies and recommendations guiding:
1) land-use and development; 2)
transportation and 3) community fa-
cilities.
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1.

A Look to the 21st Century -
The Oak Lawn Long - Range Plan

THE LAND-USE PLAN

The Long-Range Land-Use Plan estab-
lishes the Village's intentions with respect
to the type, location, scale, and design of
the various future land-use areas within
the Village The Long-Range Land-Use
Plan Map, Figure 1, is to be used in
combination with the various strategies,
policies and recommendations through-
out the plan. There are strong interrela-
tionships and dependencies among land-
use, transportation, and community fa-
cilities improvements, and

these will be considered The Land-Use Plan pro-
collectively in the day-to- vides a guide for future
day use and administra- a4 development deci-
sions....The Plan also de-
The Long-Range Plan Scribes the interrelation-
ships between various
fand-use areas and the

types of projects desir- 2 An emphasis on
able within each.

tion of the Plan.

includes an introduction
to our overall desired de-
velopment pattemn, and
recommended  policies
and actions for residen-
tial, commercial, indus-
trial, and public land-use
areas, subarea plans and Cormridor De-
sign and Improvement Principles. It is
specific enough to guide day-to-day de-
velopment decisions, yet is flexible
enough to allow for modification and con-
tinuous refinement.

A
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PATTERN

The Land-Use Plan provides a guide for
future land development decisions within
the community. It identifies which lands
should be utilized for residential, com-
mercial, business, industrial, and public
land-use activities. The Plan also de

scribes interrelationships between vari-
ous land-use areas, and the types of
projects and improvements desirable
within each

Key features of the Land-Use Plan are
listed below.

1. Stable Residential Neighborhoods
The Plan seeks to ensure residential
neighborhoods continue to be well

served by facilities

and services, and
high quality appear-
ance and image.

The Plan discour-

ages the introduction

of incompatible uses
in existing neighbor-
hocd areas.

neighborhood area
improvement pro-
gramming. Neigh-
borhoods in Oak Lawn form a basic
social unit which should be used in
the development and improvement
process. The includes ways in which
neighborhood interests will remain a
part of future change in the com-
munity.

3. Redevelopment is the Vehicle of
Change. The Plan anticipates that
redevelopment will be a significant
vehicle for change and is to be har-
nessed in a productive manner to
meet Village goals and objectives.

Comprehensive Plan
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4, Strong and Vital Commercial Use
Areas The Plan emphasizes the im-
portance of maintaining viable and
active commercial areas. This is to
be accomplished by a partnership
between the Village and business
community.

5. High Quality Image and Appear-
ance. As Oak Lawn continues to
mature, the Plan makes provisions
for a continued high quality image
and appearance.

6. Responsive Local Services, Oak
Lawn residents and business will
continue to benefit from high quality
services and facilities. There is also
an emphasis on a continued high
level of intergovernmental coopera-
tion.

7. Planned Development. The Land-
Use Plan emphasizes the planned
development approach. The tech-
nique permits the Village to consider
the unique aspects of each devel-
opment within its setting and work
with property owners, developers
and citizens to realize mutual needs.

This overall land-use pattern provides the
basic framework for the specific land-use
recommendations which follow

B.
RESIDENTIAL LAND-USE

Oak Lawn has traditionally been a strong
and desirable residential community.
The Land-Use Plan strives to sirengthen
and reinforce existing residential areas
and promote quality new residential de-
velopment in select areas of the com-
munity. Policies for guiding improvement
and development within residential areas,
and specific recommendations for the

type and location of new residential de-
velopment are provided below.

RESIDENTIAL LAND-USE POLICIES

The following policies should be used to
guide improvement and development
within residential areas:

R1 Protect and enhance the identity
and character of residential
neighborhoods. The existing visual
and environmental character of Oak
Lawn's various residential neighbor-
hoods should be preserved and en-
hanced. Much of the Village's overall
image and identity is due to the
unique character of its neighbor-
hoods

R2 Continue property maintenance
programs. As Oak Lawn continues
to mature, the maintenance of
housing areas will become an in-
creasingly important factor in com-
munity quality and image. This re-
quires the community to place spe-
cial emphasis on the code enforce-
ment function of the community to
actively encourage residents to
maintain property. The \Village
should undertake a “preventive” ap-
proach through working with prop-
erty owners in the early stages of
deterioration when problems are
easily solved

R3 Provide high quality services and
facilities to all residential areas.
The Village should continue to pro-
vide the highest affordable level of
municipal services to all residential
areas. This should include facilities
and improvements programming
based on neighborhood area needs.

R4 Discourage nonresidential traffic
in residential areas. Residential ar-
eas should be served by a safe and

Comprehensive Plan
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R6

R7

R8

convenient circulation system with
streets and roadways relating to and
connecting with existing streets in
adjacent areas. However, residen-
tial traffic should be separated from
non-residential fraffic wherever pos-
sible. The Transporiation Plan dis-
cusses the relationship between lo-
cal residential streets and other
community areas in more detail.

Wherever possible, encourage
Planned Developments. The
planned development approach
gives the Village maximum control
over residential area design and de-
velopment, and also gives the po-
tential developer flexibility and in-
centives for creative and high-quality
development.

Encourage a range and diversity
of housing types. New medium-
and high-density areas should be
developed as overall, planned resi-
dential environments. Within larger
development areas, a range of
housing types should be encour-
aged, with each area sharing a
common character and unified envi-
ronment

Encourage the provision of sen-
ior citizen housing As the com-
munity’s population ages, there is a
need to provide altemnative housing
opportunities for both empty nesters
and senior citizens

Encourage unique and distinctive
residential living environments
Innovative planning and design
techniques in both housing con-
struction and land development
should be actively encouraged as a
means of conserving land and en-
ergy, improving the pattem and
quality of residential environments,

and reducing development and pub-
lic service costs.

R9 Amend the zoning ordinance to
reflect the policies and objectives
of the new Land-Use Plan. In par-
ticular, zoning provisions related to
densities, lot sizes, and zoning dis-
trict classifications should be reas-
sessed.

R9 Regularly examine and review
building and other municipal
codes |t is important to ensure
building, housing and other codes
are effectively meeting the needs in
the community and are responsive
to acceptable technological changes
in material and construction prac-
tices. However, the highest quality
construction possible is sought.

RESIDENTIAL LAND-USE AREAS

The Land-Use Plan promotes a balanced
mix of housing within the community
which would allow for a wide range of
housing types and residential densities.
The Plan includes four residential area
designations. These include:

¢ Low-Density Residential - a residen-
tial area permitting detached dwell-
ings with a gross density of two to
four dwelling units per acre. This
classification would embrace single-
family dwellings.

¢ Low - Mediurm Density Residential - a
residential area with a gross density
of five to eight dwelling units per acre.
Typical dwelling types include the
attached dwelling, or townhome or
duplex dwellings.

+ Medium-Density Residential - a resi-
dential area with a gross density of
eight to twenty dwelling units per
acre. This range of density generally

Comprehensive Plan
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includes coach homes, manor

homes, and 2-3 story apariment

buildings.

+ High-Density Residential - a residen-
tial area with a gross density of more
than twenty dwelling units per acre
This density typically includes more
intensive high-rise apartment uses

The following paragraphs briefly discuss
the geographic locations for each of
these land-use areas.

Low-Density Residential Areas

Low-density residential areas will con-
tinue to be the dominant land-use cate-
gory in terms of overall acreage of land in
the community While single-family
neighborhoods are essentially buit-up, a
few vacant parcels are scattered
throughout the existing community where
new low-density residential development
should occur in the future. In general,
new development should be of a scale
and character similar to and compatible
with existing homes in the immediate
area. Subject to a recent annexation, the
only new low density residential area is
located in the most southem extension of
the Village.

Future low-density residential develop-
ment is likely to come as a resuit of rede-
velopment of existing low density resi-
dential areas. While the Village antici-
pates this activity to continue Village-
wide, it is anticipated to be most exten-
sive in the north western area. The loca-
tion of this area is illustrated in Figure 2.
Unlike other areas of the Village, this lo-
cation includes a high concentration of
large parcels which may be subject to
change or division in the future.

While the Village should anticipate and
generally encourage replacement and
new housing stock in the Village, a num-

ber of concemns have been raised regard-
ing the manner in which this has oc-
curred. Because change is occurring as
a result of resubdivision, existing homes
in good condition are demolished in favor
two or more new homes. This has often
resulted in: 1) increased residential
densities; 2) a premature demolition of
otherwise stable and habitable housing
stock; and 3) the development of new
stock which is often considered to create
monotony in housing styles and appear-
ance,

For the future, the Village will work with
residential builders and developers to
encourage a diversity of construction,
appearance and styles of new homes to
maintain the diversity of character of
housing in the Village.

Low - Medium Density Residential Areas

Low - medium density residential devel-
opment areas are recommended at se-
lected locations near high-intensity activ-
ity areas, or at key infill locations. Low-
medium density residential areas are in-
tended to promote a low density duplex
or attached dwelling units.

A number of locations have aiready been
developed for these uses. The Long-
Range Land-Use Plan encourages con-
tinued maintenance and improvement of
these areas. Further, the Plan introduces
a new area located generally between
Kilbourn and Kenton Avenues north of
95th Street. This single family area is
strongly impacted by surrounding non-
residential uses, has access to a number
of existing recreation facilities, and would
be suitable for increased density. The
Plan encourages new duplex or attached
housing construction, and discourages
the conversion of existing single family
detached structures

Comprehensive Plan
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Medium-Density Residential Areas

Medium-density residential development
are planned at a number of locations.
Most of these areas are already occupied
by existing medium-high density residen-
tial uses. The Plan encourages these
uses to remain and in the future, be
served with additional open space, if
feasible.

The Comprehensive Plan recommends a
few new medium-density residential ar-
eas. These include: 1) the area across
and south of the Christ Hospital along
95th Street; 2) the area along 94th Street
between Melvina and Meade Avenues;
and 3) 87th Street between Austin Ave-
nue and Central Avenue.

The south side of 95th Street is planned
for both multiple family use and/or office
use. This mix can occur in a number of
ways. Medium-density residential uses
may occupy floors above office uses or
they may constitute free standing build-
ings in the area. These improvements
should occur in a planned setting. Ideally
new development and redevelopment
would be undertaken for an entire block
frontage to ensure compatible land-use
arrangement and convey a unified image
along the corridor frontage.

The area along the south side of 94th
Street between Melvina and Meade Ave-
nues is planned for a medium density
residential use as a transition between
planned commercial expansion to the
south and the low density residential
uses to the north.

Block frontages along the south side of
87th Street lying between Austin Avenue
and Central Avenue are planned for me-
dium density residential use. A substan-
tial portion of these previously developed
locations are subject to change and are
planned to be redeveloped for medium

density residential uses. It is essential
that redevelopment occur on a planned
and coordinated basis and include the
entirety of each block front designated for
this use. Redevelopment should be sub-
ject to an overall redevelopment plan ac-
counting for planned and unified access
transitional areas open space, refuse and
other site improvement factors. Proposed
development plans should also demon-
strate creativity and diversity in both site
development and architectural schemes.

High Density Residential Areas

The Comprehensive Plan encourages
existing high-density residential locations
be maintained and improved in the fu-
ture. In 1990 the Village maintained
4,335 housing units or twenty percent of
the total number of housing units in the
entire Village within high density residen-
tial areas. High density areas occupy
only one percent of the total land area of
the Village. A high level of consensus
was reached in the development of the
Comprehensive Plan that new high
density residential development locations
would be incompatible with the character
of the remaining development areas of
the Village. The density ranges offered in
the remaining residential use areas of-
fered substantial opportunity for a mix of
densities and housing types to meet
community needs over the next ten to
fifteen years.

The only exceptions to this is the provi-
sion of necessary and desirable senior
citizen housing which may be arrange
under of a variety of densities in the fu-
ture. -
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NEIGHBORHOOD AREA IMPROVEMENTS
AND SERVICE PROGRAMMING

The needs for facilities and services
within Village neighborhood areas will
likely change over time. The Compre-
hensive Plan recommends these im-
provement needs be monitored on a
neighborhood basis. While service ad-
justments and capital improvements
would be provided as part of the annual
budget and capital improvements pro-
gram, needs would be identified on a
neighborhood basis. This approach can
help keep citizens involved and commit-
ted to their neighborhood areas.

C.
COMMERCIAL LAND-USE

The Land-Use Plan strives to strengthen
and reinforce the role and function of ex-
isting commercial areas within Oak Lawn
and promote high-quality new commer-
cial development in selected locations.
Particular sensitivity is given to the Vil-
lage's major street corridors as they are
the site of the vast majority of retail and
commercial development.

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

The following policies should be used to
guide improvement and development
within all commercial and retail areas.
These polices are supplemented by the
and Corridor Design and Improvement
Principles contained in section IlI-E.

C1 Protect and enhance the com-
mercial land-use function of the
95th Street and Cicero Avenue
Corridors. Future land-use planning
decisions should recognize the 95th
Street and Cicero Avenue corridors
functioning as regional and com-
munity retail locations. In particular,
future retail plans and projects

should consider the potential im-
pacts to the competitive health of
this area.

C2 Establish a dominant function
and role for future commercial
land-use areas. High-quality new
commercial development should oc-
cur at selected locations in the fu-
ture. While many commercial areas
could include a mix of uses, the
Land-Use Plan recommends that
most new commercial areas be
characterized by a dominant func-
tion, such as retail, office or service
commercial uses. This organization
is reinforced by travel patterns sur-
rounding land-uses, and community-
wide needs.

C3 Encourage maintenance and im-
provement of existing commer-
cial areas. Existing commercial ar-
eas should be improved and up-
graded as required. Particular em-
phasis is given to neighborhood
commercial locations. Overall ac-
cess, parking and -environmental
improvements should be undertaken
where necessary. The negative im-
pact of commercial areas on other
land-uses should be minimized.
Selected existing commercial areas
may undergo growth and expansion,
as called for in the Land-Use Plan.

C4 Ensure that the design of com-
mercial development supports
and does not conflict with the
adjoining street system. Since
most commercial areas are located
along the Village's major thorough-
fares, access to commercial proper-
ties should be carefully designed to
minimize conflicts with through traffic
movement. The consolidation of
access drives for several individual
properties should be encouraged.
Commercial areas should be de-
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signed so that no direct vehicular
access is provided between them
and abutting residential areas.

Encourage integrated and
“shared” parking and circulation
designs among commercial de-
velopments. Adequate off-street
parking and loading facilities should
be provided within all commercial
and office areas. The consolidation
of parking and loading facilities for
two or more individual uses should
be encouraged. "“Shared parking"
should be encouraged where possi-
ble, particularly within mixed-use
development areas.

Improve and upgrade the image
and appeal of commercial areas
along commercial street corri-
dors. The overall image and ap-
pearance of existing commercial
and office areas should continue to
be upgraded and improved. Much
could be done to improve commer-
cial area lighting, landscaping, sig-
nage, and pedestrian conveniences
which would not only help upgrade
property, but also unify the overall
appearance of corridors. Improve-
ment policies are discussed in
greater detail under the Corridor
design and Improvement Guide-
lines.

C7 Ensure the highest quality of new

Cc8

construction and design. The de-
sign and appearance of buildings,
site development, landscaping, sig-
nage and graphics, and street fumi-
ture should all be of special concem.
New commercial construction
should promote a distinct image and
identity for individual development
areas.

Integrate open space opportuni-
ties for visual and activity “relief”

C9

in commercial development. Open
space features should be incorpo-
rated into major new commercial
and office development projects.
These should include the preserva-
tion and enhancement of natural
environmental features, as well as
the provision of new open areas,
squares, plazas and courtyards as
focal points for pedestrian activities.

Commercial areas should not ad-
versely impact adjacent residen-
tial areas. Screening and buffering
should be provided, including land-
scaped setbacks, high quality brick
fencing, and open space areas.
Commercial operations, including
traffic and parking, should not be
allowed to affect neighborhood qual-
ity. Noise, safety, and overall main-
tenance of commercial properties
should also be carefully controlled.

C10 Permit desirable expansion and

redevelopment in commercial ar-
eas. The future economic health of
the Village is dependent upon the
continued adaptation and improve-
ment of its commercial areas. The
Commercial area redevelopment
and Corridor Improvement recom-
mendations should be carefully fol-
lowed in this regard.

C11 Establish Commercial Area De-

sign Guidelines and Improvement
Standards. These standards and
guidelines would set forth commu-
nity expectations with respect to
both public and private improve-
ments. For example, this could in-
clude a unified system for the design
of signs.

C12 Continue to encourage the ex-

pansion of the supply of parking
in commercial areas, particularly
along 95th Street. The Vilage
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should continue to take an active
role in identifying parking needs and
assisting in the design and im-
provement of its off-street parking
and loading areas.

C13 Continue to make municipal re-
sources available for improve-
ments within commercial corridor
areas. Facade improvements,
streetscape improvements, off-street
parking, land acquisition and other
programs which will provide func-
tional and appearance enhance-
ments to the commercial areas
should continue in the future.

C14 Assist and facilitate the expan-
sion and development plans of
local businesses and entrepre-
neurs. Encourage Oak Lawn retail-
ers to organize and identify ways
which they can strengthen their
competitive position within the larger
market in which the community
competes. A stronger local business
organization with increased visibility
within the metropolitan area will
foster a more positive identity in the
community and encourage invest-
ment.

C15 Assess the adequacy of the Zon-
ing Ordinance and other regula-
tions to carry out the policies of
the new Plan. The development
regulations of the community should
be assessed periodically to ensure
that development and redevelop-
ment of new and existing commer-
cial areas are meeting the intent of
the Comprehensive Plan.

COMMERCIAL LAND-USE AREAS

The Land-Use Plan includes recommen-
dations for the improvement of existing
commercial areas, and the development
of compatible new commercial areas.

The Comprehensive Plan identifies the
function and role of these areas within
the community to provide an overall
“system” of commercial development. It
reinforces the organization of commercial
areas along the Village’s major street
corridors. This classification includes:

¢ Coridor Commercial Areas - a
commercial area which provides
products and services to meet daily
living needs, as well as comparison
shopping goods.

¢ Community Commercial Areas — The
community shopping area provides
goods and services to several differ-
ent neighborhood and development
areas. While it may have a food or
drug store, it also includes a range of
retail and other uses, and is fre-
quently anchored by a small depart-
ment store. Community shopping ar-
eas should be located at the inter-
section of arterial streets and be eas-

- ily accessible from the surrounding

community.

¢ Commercial Service Areas — The
commercial service area provides for
a number of general commercial ac-
tivities. In addition to retail uses, the
commercial service area is intended
for contracting, printing, and related
business service uses. Commercial
Service areas will vary widely in size
and scale. Commercial Service uses
are also intended to be developed in
planned settings and be compatible
with surrounding residential land-
uses.

¢ Heart of Oak Lawn Mixed-Use Area -
includes the more historic, central
business area of the Village of Oak
Lawn, generally flanking the north
and south sides of 95th Street be-
tween 54th Avenue and 51st Avenue.
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¢ Office Area — An office area is a
commercial area in which office and
office related uses dominate.

The Comprehensive Plan has made
plans for the future development and im-
provement of its commercial areas, and
these are described below:

Community Commercial Areas

The Comprehensive Plan emphasizes
the continued protection and reinforce-
ment of its seven community commercial
areas. These include planned shopping
areas the following street intersections:
1) 95th Street and Pulaski Avenue; 2)
95th Street and Cicero Avenue; 3) Cicero
Avenue and 111th Street; 4) Pulaski
Avenue and 111th Street; 5) Cicero Ave-
nue and 103rd Street; 6) Cicero Avenue
and 87th Street; and 7) 87th Street and
Ridgeland Avenue.

Each of these locations, as depicted in
Figure 1, include larger scale, unified
shopping center development. In the fu-
ture, the Plan emphasizes the following
policies with regard to these locations:

1. Any future redevelopment or outlot
development should maintain and
integrated intemal vehicle access and
circulation system serving the area
as a whole.

2. The Vilage and property owners
should continue to work together to
continue to improve the landscape
appearance of the overall site and
improve transition areas where these
areas adjoin residential properties.

3. Signage should maintain a unified
“theme” for each location, as op-
posed to individual and unrelated
signage.

4. Drive-in and drive through facilities
should be directed away from, or be
concealed from, the view along public
streets adjoining the overall devel-
opment.

5. Off-street loading and refuse enclo-
sure areas should be also concealed
from view of public street right-of-
way.

6. Outlots should be strategically placed
to maintain motorists visibility to the
main shopping center. Building de-
velopment on outlots should empha-
size the placement of building and
landscaping improvements oriented
to the street right-of-way to maintain
or enhance the image and appear-
ance of the center.

Corridor Commercial Areas

Most of the Village’s commercial areas
are located within a Corridor Commercial
area. While generally stable and viable
today, Corridor Commercial locations will
continue to require special attention on
behalf the Village, in collaboration with
the property owners and the business
community. This is due to the need to
provide contemporary and functional
building spaces, convenient and ade-
quate off-street parking, improved com-
mercial area access and circulation pat-
temns, and enhanced image and appeal.

This on-going revitalization is expected to
occur in a number of ways including:
property maintenance, facade renova-
tion, parking and circulation improve-
ments, and when required, complete re-
development. The Corridor Design and
Improvement Principles, discussed in
Section IlI-E., describe in more detail
means by which commercial area im-
provements should occur.
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Improvements within the majority of
these areas will occur roughly within the
current boundaries of commercial use,
with parking permitted within 100 feet
depth, or two lots (whichever is greater)
beyond the current commercial area
boundary. The Village may also consider
the expansion of commercial uses within
100 feet or two lots beyond current
commercial areas, under conditions
deemed appropriate.

The locations where this change may be
appropriate are indicated as
“parking/commercial transitional areas”
on Figure 1, Long-Range Land-Use Plan
Map. This approach will permit adequate
space for development and redevelop-
ment in the future as well as continue to
protect adjoining residential land-uses.
Where this configuration is permitted, it
should extend a uniform distance into the
adjoining residential area, as illustrated
below.

ARTERIAL STREET

[.Er

NQ23S-

--x—]-)el

13341LS AHVO

2 BOTH LOTS TO BE UTILIZED JOINTLY,
: AND NOT INDEPENDENTLY

There are, however, a number of loca-
tions where Corridor Commercial devel-
opment might be permitted to expand
beyond its present configuration. These
areas, or “nodes” lie at the intersection of
major street corridors where land-use
patterns may be subject to change in the
future.

These potential locations include: 1) the
southeast comer of 95th Street
Ridgeland Avenue; 2) the southwest cor-
ner of 95th Street and Southwest High-
way; and 3) the southwest comer of 95th

Street and Cicero Avenue. The scale of
development and redevelopment of
these locations are illustrated in Figure 1.
Because of the proximity of these loca-
tions to residential uses, any proposed
redevelopment should demonstrate to
the satisfaction of the Village, the follow-
ing conditions:

1. A unified development plan which
establishes the basis for all proposed
public and private improvements.

2. An access and circulation plan which
does not extend access points in the
adjoining neighborhood area for ei-
ther patron or service access.

3. The eventual removal and redevel-
opment of surrounding single family
detached dwellings to medium den-
sity multiple family residential. The
establishment of this use at the pe-
rimeter of the commercial site will
help to create a stable, long term
land-use transition.

4. A substantial transitional screening
yard which protects surrounding resi-
dential properties from potential
noise, light and visual impacts of the
development.

5. An acceptable design scheme which
emulates the traditional five foot
building line development pattern
along the corridor (see Corridor De-
sign and Improvement Principles).

6. That a market exists for the scale and
configuration of proposed space and
that major tenants have committed to
the project.

7. That the Village receive compensa-
tion for any vacated street right-of-
way, as it deems appropriate. Two
locations assume the need to vacate
right-of-way (Ridgeland and Cicero
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Avenues) to enable the possibility of
a unified development scheme. De-
velopment should not be permitted
unless right-of-way is vacated to ad-
vance a unified plan.

An alternative land-use scheme to the
preferred scheme illustrated in Figure 1 is
illustrated below. The scheme assumes a
somewhat smaller commercial redevel-
opment area. As applicable, the princi-
ples described above would also apply in
this alternative.

SmuEr

=

CHICAGO !'H‘D"
RIDGE = i
MALL P [l D :
I sien, E[
i Y e
ALTERNATIVE LAND-USE

Low Density Res Medium Density Res.  Corridor Commercial

Allowing the opportunity for redevelop-
ment in these key node areas will provide
opportunity for continued growth and di-
versification the Village's commercial
base while at the same time protecting
the overall investment made in existing
commercial areas.

Heart of Oak Lawn Mixed-Use Area

The Comprehensive Plan places special
emphasis on developing and enhancing
the Heart of Oak Lawn. This area is
generally bounded by 54th Avenue on
the west, 51st Avenue to the east, Oak
Street to the north and 96th Street to
the south. The boundary for the Heart of
Oak Lawn and related land-use and de-
velopment improvements are illustrated
in Figure 1. The Comprehensive Plan
encourages the Heart of Oak Lawn to

continue to remain a mixed use focal
point for the Village. Future improve-
ment to the Heart of Oak Lawn should
distinguish this area from the remainder
of the community by its public and pri-
vate land-use mix, unified design and
improvement scheme and special
streetscape improvements along 95th
Street.

The Comprehensive Plan emphasizes
the importance of maintaining and im-
proving the Heart of Oak Lawn as the
Village's civic and business focal point.
Through its pattern of development and
design, it will become unquestionably
recognized as the key activity center for
the community.

There are a number of improvements
which require the cooperation among
public and private interests. These in-
clude:

1. Completion of private redevelop-
ment and public improvements as
generally illustrated in Figure 3,
Heart of Oak Lawn Improvement
Concept.

2. Encourage a mix of quality retail,
office restaurant and related uses.

3. Establish a cohesive physical image
for the Heart of Oak Lawn which
builds upon the following considera-
tions:

¢ A widened sidewalk along 95th
Street with improved landscap-
ing.

¢ Facade improvements for prop-
erties to remain along 95th
Street.

¢ Enhanced pedestrian linkages
on a north-south access across
95th Street.
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+ A more direct integration of the
Metra commuter facilities in the
physical design of the area.

+ Improve the backs of stores and
rear parking areas to make them
more inviting to business pa-
trons.

+ Retain Cook School as a civic
cultural focus in the southern
area of the Heart of Oak Lawn.

+ Expand the availability of both
business and commuter parking.

4 The triangular area located between
95th Street and the railroad east of
Cook Avenue is a candidate for re-
development. Large portions of the
area are vacant or underutilized,
permitting the possibility of reorgan-
ized and unified development of the
area. This could include the estab-
lishment of a “landmark™ feature at
the far eastern entry location, im-
proved pedestrian and traffic circu-
lation under an urban design
scheme which respects the “in-line
storefront” experience while adding
new amenities.

As part of the follow-up activities to the
implementation of the Comprehensive
plan, the Village should undertake an up-
date to its master plan for the Heart of
Oak Lawn to respond to changing condi-
tions in the area as well as the recom-
mendations of the new Plan.

Service Commercial Areas

Service commercial areas are recom-
mended in transitional areas aiong
Southwest Highway and Cicero Avenue.
The Southwest Highway Service Com-
mercial area extends between 97th and
89th Streets. Because physical condi-
tions within this area have been in a state
of decline, the Village should encourage
investment and improvement of proper-
ties. Some properties would benefit from

demolition and clearance to permit re-
establishment of contemporary space. To
the exient possible, outdoor storage of
products and equipment should be pre-
cluded.

Any redevelopment should occur on a
planned and coordinated basis. To the
extent possible, where redevelopment
occurs on a portion of a block face, the
Village should encourage plans for rede-
velopment or improvement of an entire
block frontage and ensure coordinated
access, parking and circulation.

Two isolated locations are shown for
possible extension of commercial service
use into residential use area. A condition
of any change to commercial use for
these sites are that they be included as
part of a unified improvement plan for the
entire block. Any unified plan should not
permit any new direct access which fur-
ther penetrates the neighborhood area.
New development should provide ade-
quate transitional screening between
residential uses.

The second location, the west side of
Cicero Avenue between 96th and 9Sth
Streets is recommended for a mix of cor-
ridor and service commercial uses. This
area is somewhat more stable than the
Southwest Highway area, but may be
subject to change in the future. The
conditions on change within this area are
similar to those which would otherwise
apply to corridor commercial areas,

The Village's Off-street paiking policy
permitting adjoining parking within 100
feet or two lots (whichever is greater) of
the zoning boundary should apply in se-
lected service commercial areas, as ilius-
frated in Figure 1. This allowance would
not contemplate any automotive related
storage.
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Office

The Comprehensive Plan includes four

office locations The first area includes a
concentration of office uses along 95th
Street between Major Avenue and 55th
Street. The Plan encourages compatible
infill office development on a few remain-
ing parcels currently occupied with com-
mercial corridor uses.

The Land-Use Plan Map indicates office
use for those parcels which front the
west side of Kilbourn Avenue north of
95th Street. This area lies immediately
west of Christ Hospital. A number of
residential dwellings have been con-
verted to office uses. In the future, the
Village should work with the Hospital to
encourage a change to compatible office
buildings with adequate parking. Ideally
new office development in the area
would include buildings designed with a
residential appearance, similar in scale
with the overall neighborhood. A unified
development plan should be prepared
which provides an improvement program
for each block face along Kilbourne Ave-
nue.

The Plan recommends the continued
maintenance and improvement of office
uses along the west side of Cicero Ave-
nue between 105th Sireet and 106th
Place. The area is comprised of medical
and professional offices uses.

Finally, the Plan recommends the area
along the south side of 95th Street be-
fween Kenneth and Keeler Avenues be
used for a mix of medium density multi-
ple family residential uses, and office
uses. Where redeveiopment occurs in
this area it is recommended that, at a
minimum, office uses be established on
the first level. Office or residential uses,
or a mix of these uses above first floor is
desirable.

D.
EMPLOYMENT LAND-USE

Given the historical development of the
Village of Oak Lawn, it has not realized
any substantial employment develop-
ment in its past. However, the Compre-
hensive Plan has identified the need to
seek ways of expanding the employment
base within the community in order to
make a greater share of jobs available
locally for Village residents.

EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

The following policies should be used to
guide all improvement and development
within business and industrial areas.

E1 Define functional roles for em-
ployment land-use areas. The
employment areas of the Village
should have a clear and distinctive
role which takes advantage of each
area's assets and limitations. Each
area should also be characterized
by a dominant role. Plans for devel-
opment should relate how this role is
to be fulfillted under the Land-Use
Plan.

E2 Emphasize aesthetic and land-
scape improvements at the pe-
rimeter of new employment de-
velopments. Particuiar attention
should be given to screening and
visual separation between business
and industrial uses and residential
land-uses. Where development bor-
ders residential neighborhcods or
major roadways, landscaping and
screening improvements should be
considered as a buffer.

E3 Development and redevelopment
focations should be developed in
a planned and unified manner. In
particular, plans should emphasize
the consolidation of obsolete par-
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cels and structures to meet contem-
porary development needs.

E4 New development shall have ade-
quate off-street parking and
loading facilities. Adequate off-
street parking and loading facilities
should be provided within all office
research, warchouse distribution
and industrial sites.

ES5 Encourage high quality site and
facility improvements. Site im-
provements within business and in-
dustrial areas such as lighting, sig-
nage and landscaping should be
well designed and coordinated in or-
der to help create a positive identity
and visual image throughout the de-
velopment area.

E6 Compatible building design and
setbacks should be encouraged.
Building materials or structures in-
compatible with the image of a high-
quality development, such as chain-
link fences, outdoor storage facili-
ties, etc., should be avoided in areas
visible from public streets or adja-
cent parcels.

E7 Update the zoning regulations fo
reflect the employment recom-
mendations of the Plan. A number
of new ideas have been introduced
in the Plan which, in order to be ef-
fectively implemented, should be in-
corporated into the Village's codes
and ordinances

EMPLOYMENT LAND-USE AREAS

The Land-Use Plan includes recommen-
dations for the improvement and expan-
sion of its existing employment land-use
areas. Future land-use areas are de-
scribed in terms of the two following land-
use classifications:

+ Light Industnial - includes areas used
for manufacturing, assembly, produc-
tion, storage, distribution and ware-
housing

¢+ Office - Business Park - includes of-
fice and business involved in light as-
sembly, technology, research, and
scientific-related activities.

The Comprehensive Plan recommends
the continued expansion and improve-
ment of its two existing employment ar-
eas. It also suggests these locations
maintain more refined and directed em-
ployment functions in the future. These
areas and plans for their improvement
are described beiow.

The area located at the northeast comer
of the intersection of Central Avenue and
111th Street is planned to remain light
industrial in character. Although the loca-
tion is generally well occupied today, the
Village should encourage a greater di-
versity of employment uses and less em-
phasis on commercial service uses.
Where opportunities arise as a result of
private initiatives, the area would benefit
from improved off-street loading facilities
and landscaping.

The area generally located at the north-
east comer of Cicero Avenue and
Southwest Highway is recommended for
planned Office - Business Park use. Be-
cause of the proximity of this area to
major arterial roadways and Christ Hospi-
tal, this area has potential for higher of-
fice and research related uses.

The Plan anticipates the possible need to
redevelop and reorganize a large portion
of this area. A number of existing incom-
patible uses and underutilized land exists
in the area. Among them include the
mobile home park. The Village will en-
courage any redeveloper of the mobile
home park to assist residents in finding
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comparably priced housing. Ideally rede-

velopment would occur on a planned

basis involving all sites subject to change
within the Office - Business Park area
This could include the reorganization of
streets and building parcels.

E.
CORRIDOR DESIGN AND IMPROVE-
MENT PRINCIPLES

This section presents a number of de-
sign guidelines and policies that are ap-
plicable to the Village's commercial ar-
eas. In Oak Lawn, the community's ma-
jor street corridors are the location of its
retail, commercial and employment land-
use and development. Because of the
age of the corridors and the overall pat-
tern of development, there are a number
of conditions and needs common to all
comidors, which could be improved to
enhance long term land-use stability.
This section provides improvement rec-
ommendations for: 1) parking and ac-
cess; 2) signage and lighting; and 3)
screening and landscaping. The im-
provement recommendations suggest
ways in which individual development
proposals and projects may be aestheti-
cally appealing and functionally well de-
signed.

Successful retail and commercial devel-
opment requires not only well planned
physical development, it also needs a
structured and cooperative management
strategy among the businesses and the
community.

CoMMERCIAL CORRIDOR PARKING AND
ACCESS

Along many of the Village's major street
corridors, parking, access and circulation
improvements will be critical fo the con-
tinued health and viability of commercial
land-use areas. Citizens’ concerns have

been raised in the planning process re-
garding expanded parking locations
along the Village's corridors. The Com-
prehensive Plan acknowledges, how-
ever, the need to continue to consider
the possibility to establish expanded
parking areas in adjoining residential use
areas. Without the long term stability and
viability of the Village’s commercial corm-
dors, the adjoining residential areas will
most certainly suffer the impacts of
commercial area decline as well. There is
an interdependence of physical and eco-
nomic well being of each land-use area
which must be addressed and balanced
under the principles of the Plan. Among
them include proper off-street parking
design and improvement.

Because change along the corridors will
be driven by the timing and scale of pri-
vate development activity, the locations
of possible parking expansion will be dif-
ficult to effectively determine. The new
Comprehensive Plan does set forth,
however, public policy and guidelines
under which parking improvements
should be guided along the Village's
major streets. These include 95th Street,
Cicero Avenue, Southwest Highway and
Pulaski Road.
PRINCIPLES FOR PARKING AREA
IMPROVEMENTS

The foliowing principles for off-street
parking should be used as guidelines in
assessing the development and redevel-
opment proposals along the Village's
maijor street corridor.

1. Wherever possible, the development
of off-street parking areas which ac-
cess arterial streets from uncontrolled
curb cuts should be designed as a
one-way access or right-in and right-
out. Vehicles exiting the fots should
use adjoining alleys and/or minor
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streets to access the arterial street
system. This will facilitate safe ac-
cess to the major street systemn at
controlled intersections Alternatively,
the access could be designed as a
right-in or right-out along the principal
street. These are illustrated below.

eval RIGHT-IN

r l RIGHT-OUT

1

¥ ARTERIAL STREET

?R‘.'am:] m |

— ]
: M ALLEY

4. A uniform system of public improve-

ments and graphics for all municipal
parking improvements should be im-
plemented. This would include park-
ing facility improvements, signage,
lighting, landscaping and pedestrian
access improvements. The cormidor
and the Village would benefit from an
improvement “theme” uniquely distin-
guishing Oak Lawn. Consistency in
design and quality will also facilitate
convenience and understanding of
these areas.

On-street public parking in commer-
cially zoned areas along. minor
streets (as illustrated below) is en-
couraged. Provision of parking in
these areas will assist in meeting
overall off-street parking demand.

|
|

2. As part of the development review

process, off-street parking needs
should be considered for the entire
block and, where possible, coopera-
tion sought among owners and busi-
nesses to solve mutual issues and
needs. This would include encourag-
ing shared parking under unified
control. For instance, in areas behind
structures along a block where park-
ing is provided between the structure
and alley, encourage property own-
ers to grant common access and
parking easements for parking pur-
poses,

. As discussed under the Transporta-
tion Flan, Village may consider the
closure of minor street intersections
with 95th Street or Cicero Avenue,
Excess public right-of-way could be
developed for additional off-street
parking, or combined with adjoining
sites for redevelopment.

ENCOURAGE PARKING ON MINOR
STREETS IN COMMERCIALLY

ZONED AREAS
ARTERIAL STREET
g 3 2
| y 2 i
ALLEY
RES RES RES

AdllY

- PREGLUDE PARKING FROM ENTERING
RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD

6. The Village should continue to main-

tain and improve alleys within and
along commercial areas. Improved
design for access for larger vehicles
generally throughout the corridor
would be beneficial.

The Village's zoning regulations
should be reviewed to determine
whether shared parking standards
can be implemented to serve coordi-
nated development. Typically shared
parking conserves land and reduces
improvement expenditures while
meeting parking demand.
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8. The Village will encourage the devel-
opment of off-street parking in exist-
ing commercial areas, as opposed to
expansion in adjoining residential ar-
eas It is recognized that there will
likely continue to be instances where
new parking in an adjoining residen-
tial area may be the only practical
solution to an otherwise desirable
project. However, Village policy in
publicly funded projects will be to give
preference to projects which success-
fully integrate parking within existing
commercial areas.

ACCESS AND CIRCULATION

The Village’s major street arterials are
controlled by the lliinois Department of
Transportation, and have been desig-
nated Strategic Regional Arerials.
Therefore, it can be assumed there will
be continued pressure to develop the
roadway network to improve capacity
and efficiency. While these are important
goals for the State, they are not neces-
sarily compatible with the needs of the
Village. Therefore, this part sets forth its
preferences for automobile access along
the major street corridors which will meet
the needs of the State, but also facilitate
local business access and circulation
needs.

1. For new development or redevelop-
ment, seek a reduction in the number
of curb cuts for properties with more
than a singie curb cut on a street.

2. Where practical, attempt to utilize
frontage roads or consolidate parking
lots as a means of reducing the num-
ber of driveway access poinis o a
property or along a street.

3. On arterial streets and portions of the
collector streets where direct access
to the roadway is required, the Village

may consider limiting access to right-
in and right-out only, as appropriate

4. Separation distances between drive-
ways should be based upon the class
of street, its design characteristics,
and the land uses along the street to
minimize vehicle and f{raffic control
conflicts.

5. Consider requiring a traffic impact
analysis where development is an-
ticipated to generate significant traffic
volumes and possibly require special
access service and design treatment
such as, but not limited to, vehicle
turn lanes or on-street acceleration or
deceleration lanes.

SIGNAGE AND APPEARANCE

Signage

A well coordinated and aftractive signage
system can help facilitate the motorists
understanding and convenience along
the Village's commercial corridor areas.
Because traffic moves at relatively high
speeds, motorists, particularly those with
little familiarity with the corridors, would
benefit from a more organized signage
system. The Comprehensive Plan rec-
ommends the following signage im-
provements:

1. Whenever possible, signage should
be limited to wall sighs and free-
standing signs. Projecting signs and
roof signs are often unattractive, out
of scale with buildings and sites and
compete for motorists attention,
These signs should be discouraged.

2. Where possible, block fronts main-
taining “in-line” store fronts should
seek to develop a signage “band’
across the front of the structures for
ease of motorist and pedestrian un-
derstanding.
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3. Often, businesses will provide direc-
tion to customers based upon their
proximity to local street intersections.
Street signs along these intersecting
streets could be made slightly larger
in size for increased visibility to mo-
torists.

4. Motorists often rely on an address to
locate a business The drivers’ at-
tention along the Village's corridors
is in competition with traffic control
and business signage it may be
helpful to introduce signage which
identifies the address block such as
the “400” or “500” block. This signage
might be combined with the Village's
street monument signs, of as part of
a separate program.

5. The presence, size and scale of
building/business address signage is
inconsistent along the corridors. The
business community should seek to
define a consistent format, making it
easier for shopping patrons to identify
business locations.

DESIGN AND APPEARANCE

While there continues to be investment
and improvement along the Village's
commercial street corridors, improve-
ments should continue to be made to en-
sure that commercial areas remain viable
and active in the future. There are also a

number of design considerations to be
made regarding any expansion of com-
mercial areas.

1. Continue to encourage facade reno-
vations. In addition to providing
funding assistance for facade reno-
vation and improvement. The Village
could help coordinate facade designs
so that facade, sign and other im-
provements are architecturally com-
patible.
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2. More attention should be given to the

improvement of the backs of struc-
tures. These areas will continue to
provide critically needed circulation
and access. Improvements should
emphasize safety, conveniences and
comfort. Appropriate  pedestrian
amenities including sidewalks and
lighting should be considered. The
Village facade renovation program
should extend to improvements to the
rear of structures as well.

3. Any expansion of commercial areas
discussed as part of the Land-Use
Plan should be carefully designed to
minimize impacts to adjoining or sur-
rounding residential land-uses. In
general, areas devoted to commer-
cial use adjoin the rear of residential
uses as opposed to fronting residen-
tial uses.

SCREENING AND LANDSCAPING

in recent years, the Village has placed
more emphasis on the provision of land-
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scaping improvements within its com-
mercial areas.

Landscaping and screening requirements
should be prepared which address the
improvement of “transitional’ areas be-
tween residential and nonresidential ar-
eas. Improvements should focus on ade-
quate screening and landscaping be-
tween adjoining commercial and residen-
tial land-uses. The use of walls, fences
and landscaping is encouraged to help
shield residential uses from potential
noise, light and debris nuisances.

Site landscaping shouid be encouraged
throughout the commercial corridors.
Landscaping should serve to soften the
appearance of parking areas, screen
parking areas from adjoining streets and
add visual interest and appeal around the
foundations of buildings and site ameni-
ties.

Comprehensive Plan
Village of Oak Lawn, lllinois

Page 35




THE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Even though the basic street system in 7

the Village is substantially in place, there
are a variety of important transportation
improvements planned which are pro-
posed to maintain the basic street sys-
tem and transportation altematives avail-
able to Oak Lawn residents. This Part
includes: A) Transportation Policies; B)
Functional Street Classification; C) Street
System Improvements; D) Operations
and Access Control; E) Bicycle and Pe-
destrian Access; and F) Public Transpor-
tation.

A
TRANSPORTATION POLICIES

Transportation policies are used to guide
the overall use, maintenance, and im-
provement of the Village Transportation
systems. Policies are intended to be
used in combination with all other ele-
ments of the Plan including, but not fim-
ited to the Land-Use Plan.

T1 Maintain and improve the street
network in accord with the Trans-
portation Plan. The Plan has es-
tablished an overall hierarchy to the
community's street system, which
inciudes arterial, collector, and minor
streets. The hierarchy is intended to
sort out the function of local streets
to permit the assessment of access
contro| policies and land-use pat-
terns along various streets. In the
review of public and private develop-
ment proposals and projects, the
Village should review potentiat traffic
impacts in order to ensure the in-
tegrity of the hierarchy.

T2 Ensure new development and re-
development projects are in
compliance with the Subdivision
Regulations. The Village should

T3

T4

LE

T6

review and update the subdivision
regulations o ensure consistency
with the new Comprehensive Plan.

Improve and develop bicycle ac-
cess. The Transportation Plan em- -
phasizes the continued development
of bicycle and pedestrian facilities in
the community. The system should
not only provide recreation oppor-
tunities, but also minimize the im-
pact of natural and man-made barri-
ers to subareas of the community.

The design of the overall street
system should continue to dis-
courage through traffic in resi-
dential areas. The design of the
local street system should support
the neighborhood concept described
in the residential policies of the
Land-Use Plan. This will require
careful monitoring of local sireets
along the Villages major street arte-
rials to ensure nonresidential traffic
does not unnecessarily penetrate lo-
cal neighborhoods.

Use access control standards to
assist to help maintain the func-
tion of collector and arterial
streets. Standards should establish
criteria for the number and design of
access points, and separation be-
tween streets and drives. Shared
access should be encouraged as
well as the use of frontage roads,
where appropriate.

Seek to maximize the contribu-
tions by state, federal and other
agencies toward the costs of the
major roadway system of the Vil-
lage Wherever possible, local im-
provement projects should be coor-
dinated with county and state proj-
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ects to maximize the development of
the local street system.

T7 Continue to provide parkway
trees along both sides of all
streets Special median tree plant-
ing may also be desired where ap-
propriate.

T8 Seek to provide an adequate bal-
ance of off-street parking in
Commercial Development Areas.
As described in the Land-Use Plan
and the Corridor Design Principles,
off-street parking should be made
available in commercial areas in a
manner which does not negatively
impact adjoining residential uses.

T9 Require traffic impact analysis for
individual development projects,
as appropriate. Emphasis should
be placed on operational safety and
capacity along the Village’s major
street corridors, while at the same
time allowing for reasonable prop-
erty access.

T10 Continue and encourage the ex-
pansion of bus service to meet
the needs of those who are trans-
portation deprived Future needs
should more carefully consider the
requirements of senior citizens.

T11 Encourage continued develop-
ment of the Village’s Metra com-
muter rail facilities. Continued ac-
cess to Metra rail facilities is vital to
the Village’s transportation “mix” and
employment base. Future plans for
the Heart of Oak Lawn should pro-
vide expanded commuter parking
and related faciliies as recom-
mended as part of the Land-Use
Plan.

B.
FUNCTIONAL STREET CLASSIFICA-
TION

A functional classification of all streets
within the Village is necessary to under-
stand the future street circulation system
and thus prescribe required improve-
ments to ensure each street “functions’
as part of the system. Several factors
were considered in identifying the func-
tional classification of Oak Lawn streets.
These include:

¢+ The type and density of land-uses
abutting the street.

¢ Whether the street permits direct
parcel access.

+ The distance to which the street ex-
tends beyond the Village boundaries.

¢+ The number of traffic lanes, types of
intersection and access control.

+ Spacing, relative to the network of
streets in and surrounding the com-
munity.

Five separate functional street classifica-
tions are listed below. The titles given
these classifications describe the orien-
tation of traffic expected to use the street.
The categories defined are intended to
be consistent with current regional trans-
portation plans for the area. Figure 4,
Transportation Plan, depicts the location
and relationship of these various types of
sireets.

Expressway

Expressways are limited access facilities
which extend far beyond the limits of the
Village of Oak Lawn and serve to provide
transportation network continuity
throughout the Chicago metropolitan
area. Expressways are high-speed
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arterials carefully designed with select
arterial street interchanges to facilitate
traffic movement and access through the
metropolitan area.

Principal Arterial

Principal arterials are intended to serve
all types of trips, with a significant pro-
portion representing trips destined be-
yond the boundaries of the community
and possibly neighboring communities.
The principal arterial typically serves a
significant number of trips generated
within the community; however, access is
carefully controlled. This type of street
has regional importance because of its
alignment, continuity, capacity and con-
nections with other regional traffic carri-
ers.

Minor Arterial

A minor arterial is intended to serve all
types of trips with more emphasis on
trips within and between the community
and areas adjacent to the community.
This type of street should not serve trips
longer than five miles. The range of traf-
fic volumes that can be expected on
community arterial streets will vary sig-
nificantly depending on the density of de-
velopment, spacing of regional routes
and the continuity of the street.

Collector Streets

A collector street is intended to serve
only vehicle trips generated to and from
neighborhoods within which it is located.
The function of this sireet is to collect and
distribute traffic between the neighbor-
hoods and community and to provide ac-
cess to the arterial street system.
Neighborhood collector streets should
not have continuity beyond 1 and 1/2
miles.

Local Streets

All other streets within the Village and
planning area are classified as local
streets A local sireet is intended to serve
only those vehicle trips generated by land
uses abutting the street. The function of
this type of street is to provide access to
and from individual properties within the
neighborhood. Local streets should be
designed to discourage through fraffic.

RoapwAY DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA

in order for streets to properly serve their
designated function, they must be im-
proved to fulfill the role. Table 1, Road-
way Development Criferia, includes basic
standards for the design and improve-
ment of the streets identified in the clas-
sification above.

In addition to the roadway development
criteria, several other improvements are
recommended for the design of the Vil-
lages streets and these are described
below.

C.
FUTURE STREET IMPROVEMENTS

The Village's street system is largely de-
veloped and the Plan does not anticipate
major changes to the basic design and
improvement of the system., However,
there are a number of changes which the
Village should Plan for over the next sev-
eral years and these are described be-
low. This section is not intended to iden-
tify all improvements under consideration
by the Village, but rather highlight those
that will significantly impact the local
street system and land-use and devel-
opment. A number of improvement prin-
ciples highlighted in this section are dis-
cussed under Section IH-E., Comidor
Design Principles.
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PROTECTING NEIGHBORHOODS - THE
LOCAL STREET SYSTEM

Because the Village's local street system
is laid out in a traditional “grid”, there are
many opportunities for local cut through
traffic particularly along the 95th Street
and Cicero Avenue, and Southwest
Highway Corridors. On a case-by-case
basis, the Village could consider a num-
ber of techniques to deter neighborhood
cut through traffic. These include: right-in
and right-out restrictions, one-way
streets, trafiic diverters, and related ap-
proaches. However, any solution should
be developed in association with affected
neighborhood and business areas to en-
sure solutions consider all needs.

In general, the Village should continue to
provide a high quality local street mainte-
nance and improvement program.

THE 95TH STREET CORRIDOR

The 95th Street Corridor has been des-
ignated a Strategic Regional Arterial by
the illinois Department of Transportation.
in 1996, the street was resurfaced and a
new travel lane and parking configuration
intfroduced. A number of specific addi-
tional improvements should be sought
along the Corridor:

1. The provision of signalized pedes-
trian crosswalks at key pedestrian
crossing locations.

2. Future improvement plans should
consider Heart of Oak Lawn im-
provements relative to right-of-way
and streetscape improvements.

3. Because of the close proximity be-
tween trafiic lanes and structures
along the street, increased width of
sidewalks in some areas of the cor-

ridor would enhance pedestrian
safety and comfort.

COMMERCIAL AREA PARKING

in a number of locations along the Vil-
lage’s major street corridors, the Village
has provided off-street and on Street
parking. To maintain the continued health
and viability of the Village’s commercial
areas, the Plan recommends the Village
continue to provide parking in accord with
the following general policies:

1. The Village of Oak Lawn will continue
to make on-street parking available to
businesses and commercial patrons
within commercially zoned areas.

2. The Village will also continue to
maintain and develop public off-street
parking along its major street corri-
dors. Priority and preference will be
given to projects situated within
commercially zoned areas.

3. When planning new on- and off-street
parking facilities, the Village will seek
the involvement and participation of
the business community and property
owners in meeting other, related ob-
jectives of the Plan. Because the Vil-
lage is making a substantial public in-
vestment in the health and viability of
commercial area, it will seek com-
mitments form property owners and
businesses within the immediate area
for actions which further support
mutual objectives. These might in-
clude, but would not be limited to:

+ The establishment of cross ac-
cess easements;

+ Building facade and signage im-
provements;

+ Parcel consolidation andfor re-
development;
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+ Reconfiguration  andfor im-
provement of private off-street
parking and circuiation areas

D.
OPERATIONS AND ACCESS CON-
TROL

Along a number of local streets, access
control improvements could be made to
improve the efficiency and safety of the
roadway system. In order to ensure the
future street system operates efficiently
under the functional classification system
and roadway development criteria de-
scribed above, the Village should ensure
that private property access reinforces
system design.

The overall objective of access control is
to ensure private curb access does not
unreasonably interfere with fraffic flow or
create a fraffic hazard, and where possi-
ble, facilitates the movement of traffic.
Areas which are critically important to
provide access control include the com-
munity’s arterial and collector sireets.
The streets are illustrated in Figure 3.
For those properties subject to driveway
access control, the Village will apply the
following access control policies for any
new driveway permit or any driveway lo-
cation alterations:

1. For new development or redevelop-
ment, seek a reduction in the num-
ber of curb cuts for properties with
more than a single curb cut on a
street;

2. Where practical, attempt to ulilize
frontage roads or consolidate parking
lots as a means of reducing the
number of driveway access points to
a property or along a street;

3. On arterial streets and portions of
the collector streets where direct ac-

cess to the roadway is required, the
Village will consider limiting access
to right-in and right-out only.

4. Look carefully at separation dis-
tances between driveways based
upon the class of street, its design
characteristics, and the land uses
along the street to minimize vehicle
and traffic control conflicts;

5. Consider requiring a traffic impact
analysis where development is an-
ticipated to generate significant traffic
volumes and possibly require special
access service and design treatment
such as, but not limited to, vehicle
tum lanes or on street acceleration
or deceleration lanes; and

6. In the case of a subdivision, resub-
division or planned development, the
Village shall seek lot frontages and
driveway access from an interior
street, eliminating the need for any
access to the street subject to drive-
way access control.

E
SIDEWALK AND BICYCLE SYSTEM

While sidewalks exist throughout most of
the Village, few dedicated bicycle facili-
ties exist. The Comprehensive Plan em-
phasizes continuity of this system to all
portions of the Village and destinations
beyond the Village

SIDEWALK FACILITIES

The Comprehensive Plan recommends
continued development and improvement
of the Village pedestrian system. The few
remaining areas of the Village not yet
served with sidewalks should be im-
proved in the future,
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BICYCLE FACILITIES

Currently, there are limited bicycle facili- _

fies available to citizens of Oak Lawn.
The Comprehensive Plan recognizes the
need for future facilties as currently
planned for Oak Lawn. While the Oak
L.awn Park District is anticipated to take a
lead role in funding and developing the
system, the Village of Oak Lawn will play
a key role in facilitating the acquisition
and use of right-ways and related facili-
ties improvements. In this regard, the
Plan anticipates a high level of coordina-
tion between the Village and Park District
to realize the facility improvements.

The Southwest Council of Mayors and
Managers has developed a Regional
Bikeway Plan. This framework plan is
illustrated in Figure & Oak Lawn Bikeway
and Sidewalk Framework. These im-
provements reflect the basic program
sought for establishing a unified and
connected system in relation to surround
communities. Over the planning period,
and as opportunities arise, other bicycle
connections and improvements should
be encouraged to expand this basic
system. These improvements can be
identified through the plan review proc-
ess of the Vilage and the capital im-
provement program of the Park District.

F.
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Public transportation in Oak Lawn princi-
pally consists of services provided by the
Pace Bus System. Citizens of Oak Lawn
and the Comprehensive Plan emphasize
the need to continue these services. The
Village should also continue to encour-
age and support the transportation serv-
ices provided to senior citizens by other
agencies.

Additionally, the Plan recommends the
Village explore ways to expand com-
muter parking at its Metra Station. These
needs and potential improvement options
are further described as part of the Land-
Use Plan.
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES PLAN

Oak Lawn community facilities and serv-
ices provide for the day-to-day needs of
residents and businesses, and help de-
fine the quality of community life. Com-
munity facilities and services have been
identified as an important asset and are
to be maintained and enhanced in the
future. They include activities traditionally
provided by local government: education,
public recreation, police and fire protec-
tion, public works and library. Some pub-
lic facilities and services are absolutely
necessary, while others are highly desir-
able. In either case, it is essential that the
Village make plans for their provision in
the future.

This Part summarizes future needs and
long-range recommendations for the fol-
lowing facilities: parks and recreation,
public schools, fire protection, police, li-
brary, municipal offices and public works.
Key recommendations are presented in
Figure 6, Community Facilities Plan.
While the Plan focuses on physical facili-
ties, such as land and buildings, the
Background Studies analysis prepared in
the development of the Plan documents
several personnel, equipment and serv-
ice delivery needs identified by the re-
spective agencies and organizations.

It is important to emphasize that the
Comprehensive Plan presents general
policies and guidelines for community
facilities throughout Oak Lawn. it is not
intended to pre-empt or substitute for the
more detailed planning and programming
which should be undertaken in the future
by various municipal departments and
other public agencies and organizations.
For example, even though the Plan sets
forth general guidelines for the quantity
and distribution of park land within the
community, it does not preclude the need

for the more detailed planning, pro-
gramming and site selection process.

A
OVERALL COMMUNITY FACILITATES
POLICIES

Community facilities policies should be
used to guide the overall maintenance
and improvement of community facilities
and services. The following Overall
Community Facilities Policies are further
supported by the policies contained in
the subsequent sections of the Com-
munity Facilities Plan

CF1 Existing community facilities
should be repaired and up-
graded as required. These in-
clude schools, municipal build-
ings and other institutions.
Maintenance should be under-
taken in a timely manner before
significant problems arise. Re-
placement faciliies should be
constructed for existing facilities
which become inadequate or
obsolete. For those facilities and
services which the Village does
not control, the Plan encourages
cooperation between the Village
and service providers to do its
part in facilitating and encourag-
ing high quality maintenance and
improvements.

CF2  Special attention should be
focused on the needs for fa-
cilities and services which
meet the needs and expecta-
tions of the community. These
include schoeols, parks and cul-
tural facilities, fire and police
protection. 1t is critical that facili-
ties be high quality, and services
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be responsive to citizen needs.
This is an essential “tradition” of
the community and is an impor-
tant element of daily life.

CF3 The Village should continue to
promote cooperation and in-
teraction between various
agencies and organizations
within and around Oak Lawn
in the provision of community
facilities and services. There
are many ways in which the
various service agencies coordi-
nate to minimize duplication of
services and improve service
delivery. An example is joint use
facilities between school and
recreation programs. Dialogue
should continue for improvement
and further exploration among
the various agencies providing
services to Oak Lawn.

CF4  The Village should consider
the provision of new facilities
and services which respond
to the special needs and de-
sires of local residents and
businesses. Community needs
will continue to change in the
years ahead. For example, the
increasing number of older resi-
dents may lead to new facilities
and services for the elderly.
New services might also be
considered for young children,
the physically handicapped, or
other special needs groups. The
Village, or other appropriate
agencies are encouraged to
continue to explore the future
need for and interest in new
public buildings and facilities not
currently available in the com-
munity.

CF5  The Village will strive for the
highest quality public services
and facilities. The village will
support the local school systems
and many other governmental
service agencies which seek to
contribute to and improve the
quality of life as envisioned in
the Comprehensive Plan.

CF6 The Village should capitalize
on the visual and image po-
tentials which are presented
by its community facilities.
Oak Lawn's overall image and
identity will be enhanced by its
system of public sites and build-
ings. At a minimum, all facilities
should be in good repair, and be
located on attractively land-
scaped sites. New public build-
ings represent unique opportuni-
ties to develop new civic land-
marks and focal points, oppor-
tunities which are rare within any
community.

B.
PARKS AND RECREATION

PARKS AND RECREATION STANDARDS

The parks and recreation system con-
sists of sites, facilities, and programs
which perform several important func-
tions within Oak Lawn. The most basic
function is the provision of recreational
services to local residents. An effective
system can create opportunities for a
wide range of leisure time experiences.
The system can also help protect sensi-
tive environmental resources, define and
delineate neighborhood areas, and be an
important visual feature in the commu-
nity. An effective parks and recreation
system is particularly important in a tradi-
tionally strong residential community like
Oak Lawn.
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The existing park and open space sys-
tem is generally identified in Table 2, Ex-
isting Park and Recreational Facilities,
which summarizes specific park and rec-
reational facilities existing within the Oak
Lawn Planning Area. An important con-
sideration in developing the Comprehen-
sive Plan for Oak Lawn is neighborhood
accessibility to park and recreation areas.

QOak Lawn currently provides 6 acres of
parkiand per 1,000 population. While the
National Recreation and Park Associa-
tion recommends a “rule of thumb” of an
average of 10 acres per 1,000 popula-
tion, it is clear that due to the developed
character of the community this standard
is not appropriate. In fact, despite the
standards, citizens of Oak Lawn feel very
strongly about the quality of services and
facilities provided. Yet, consistent with
the Park Districts policy, there is a need
to expand the park land inventory wher-
ever possible.

The Village will cooperate with the Park
District in the acquisition of land to meet
community recreational needs, as appro-
priate. While the Land-Use Plan does not
indicate any specific sites for parks or
open space, the Village and Park District
will continue to coordinate on suitable
park and open space site acquisitions.

PARKS AND RECREATION POLICIES

The Comprehensive Plan recommends
the following policies and guidelines re-
garding parks and recreation within the
community.

1. Utilize existing park and schoof
recreation sites and facilities to
their fullest. Because opportunities
for acquiring new park sites in the
Village will be limited, existing park
sites should continue to be used ef-
fectively. New facilities should be
added at selected parks; and recrea-

tional programs and services could
be expanded at existing sites.

2. Continue a close working relation-
ship with the Oak Lawn Park Dis-
trict. The Village and Park District
have many common geoals. Collabo-
ration can result in efficient and timely
facilittes and services.

3. The design and improvement of
existing and new park and recrea-
tion facilities should consider and
plan for the new bicycle system.
Park improvements should provide
an appropriate right-of-way through
the park for use by cyclists; rest lo-
cations; potable water; and other
facilities of convenience to both cy-
clists and nearby residents,

The Oak Lawn Park District maintains a
large vacant site focated at the north east
comer of 93rd Street and Kilbourn Street.
The Land-Use Plan Map recognizes this
site as a future recreation site. However
its ultimate development is uncertain.
Should the Park District choose to dis-
pose of any or all the site, the Compre-
hensive Plan would require future devel-
opment to be subject to a planned devel-
opment approval. Assuming the entire
parcel is sold, portions of the site would
appear suitable for medical and hospital
related facilities, while other portions may
be best suited for a mix of residential
uses.

C.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Schools and educational faciiities are
among the most important community
facilities. They not only provide educa-
tional services, they play important cul-
tural, recreational and social roles as
well.
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Virtually all public school buildings and

grounds attended by Oak Lawn students
are in good condition. No schools are
scheduled for closure. Periodic mainte-
nance and improvement projects are un-
dertaken on an on-going basis within
each district. The school districts serving
Oak Lawn are experiencing an increase
in enrollment, which is projected to con-
tinue at least through the next few years.
However, no school sites within the Vil-
fage of Oak Lawn are planned for ex-
pansion or consolidation in the foresee-
able future.

PusLIC ScHOOLS POLICIES:

1. Continue a close and cooperative
working relationship between the
Village and local school districts.
The Village should continue to take
an active role in assisting and facili-
tating local educational needs.

2. The Village should keep abreast
of developments within the
school districts and work closely
with the district to ensure con-
tinuing high-quality educational
services in the future. In addition,
local school sites and facilities play
important roles in satisfying future
community needs for recreational
and cultural services, and continued
cooperation and support is encour-
aged.

D
OAK LAWN MUNICIPAL FACILITIES

Qak Lawn intends to continue to provide
responsive municipal facilities and serv-
ices in the future The Plan anticipates
minimal facilities improvements in the
future to continue high levels of service.
The Plan, therefore, emphasizes contin-
ued services and programs of the Vil-
lage.

MuNICIPAL FACILITIES POLICIES

1. Continue to develop a strong
“customer service” orientation to
service delivery programs em-
phasizing programs which re-
spond to the needs of local resi-
dents. This personalized approach
to delivering community services will
continue to help build Oak Lawn's
reputation as a caring residential
community.

2. Coordinate the review of new de-
velopment and redevelopment
projects with the fire department
and police department to ensure
adequate fire protection facilities
and services, Through the site plan
and development review process,
seek input and recommendations
from the fire and police depariments
to ensure that projects incorporate
police and fire protection needs.

3. Monitor Village services and pro-
grams and ensure they are re-
sponsive to local needs Because
community needs and the services
to provide for them will change over
time, the Village should continually
monitor its programs and services,
and wherever possible, adjust them
{o meet these needs.

MuNIciPAL FACILITIES IMPROVEMENTS

The Oak Lawn municipal center is a new
multi-purpose municipal facility providing
for the functions of executive, admini-
stration, quality control, police and fire
protection services in a single location.
Some minor modifications may be
planned for this facility over the planning
period, but it is anticipated that any im-
provement can be accommodated on the
current site.
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The Village public works maintenance
facilities, located at Central Avenue and
98th Street may require expansion to
provide for increased internal storage.
This expansion may be accommodated
on the current site or may extend further
east to 55th Avenue north of 98th Street.

E
HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

The Village is currently well served with
health care facilities, including Christ
hospital. Having this facility and other
related faciliies and services conven-
iently located in the Village will remain an
important asset o the citizens of Oak
Lawn.

HEALTH CARE POLICIES:

1. The Village will continue to work
with Christ Hospital in the devel-
opment of its facilities and pro-
grams. The facilities and programs
of the hospital area of direct benefit
to Oak Lawn residents, and the Vil-
lage should undertake an active role
in supporting the hospital consistent
with the recommendations of the
Comprehensive Plan.

2. The Village will encourage the de-
velopment of related facilities
which would support the function
and well being of the hospital. The
Village is expected to continue to ex-
perience growth in medical related
services which would support and
compliment the activities of the
Hospital. The Land-Use Plan makes
opportunities available to serve this
need.

F.
UTILITIES

Ukiiities are provided to Oak Lawn resi-

dents and businesses by a number of
organizations. Potable water facilities are
provided through the City of Chicago’s
Lake Michigan water system. The Village
owns and maintains the wastewater col-
lection systern. However, wastewater
treatment is provide by the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago.

UTILITIES POLICIES

1. The Village will continue to coor-
dinate with utility agencies to fa-
cilitate reliable, fow cost services
to Village residents and busi-
nesses, Expansion of utility services
should be carefully reviewed with the
appropriate utility to avoid unneces-
sary duplication of costs or to identify
ways in which Oak Lawn citizens
may be more efficiently and effec-
tively served with utilities.

2. The Village will continue to apply
its storm water management and
flood plain ordinances to ensure
the appropriate design of new de-
velopment and redevelopment.

The Comprehensive Plan has not identi-
fied any new major utility improvement
needs in the planning area over the
planning period. However, over the
planning period, the Village will improve
water pressure in isolated areas of the
system and increase its water treatment
capacity. No new sites have been identi-
fied although the expansion of the exist-
ing water treatment facility may be re-
quired.
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Part IV
Pulling it all Together-
Implementation

Comprehensive
Plan

Oak Lawn, Illlinois

Plan implementation includes a
number of follow-up activities re-
quired to implement the plan includ-
ing: 1) development controls update;
2) capital improvement; 3) follow-up
studies; and 4) Plan administration.
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V.

Pulling It All Together - Implementation

The Comprehensive Plan sets forth an

agreed-upon “road map" for the next ten
to fifteen years. It is the product of con-
siderable effort on the part of the Village
of Oak Lawn. For the most part, the Plan
presents a strategy for retaining and en-
hancing those characteristics seen as
most important to the community, includ-
ing sound neighborhoods, a quality park
and recreational system, continued eco-
nomic development, and good schools. |t
also includes a strategy to establish a
balanced land-use pattem of nonresi
dential land uses to meet retail, service
and employment

needs of the com-

critical components of the Plan. It is an-
ticipated, therefore, that the Plan will be
amended over time to respond to
changes in the local community, public
policy, and citizen attitudes and inten-
tions.

The implementation section also de-
scribes the procedures to amend the
Plan. Establishing procedures promotes
consideration of the implications pre-
sented by amendments and establishes
guidelines under which amendments
should be considered.

A

munity while at the [ many ways, formal adoption of DEVELOPMEN

same time enhance the Comprehensive Plan is the
fiscal resources tothe  first step in the planning proc-
ess, not the [ast, Without con- The Village ac-

Village to continue fo
expand and improve

T CONTROLS
UPDATE

services and faciites  finuing action to implement and tively  under-

update the Plan, Village efforts

takes routine
amendments to

In many ways, formal - 5y to this point will have little s development

adoption of the Com-
prehensive Plan is the
first step in the plan-
ning process, not the
last. Without continuing action to imple-
ment and update the Plan, Village efforts
up to this point wili have little lasting im-
pact.

This section presents an array of key ac-
tions which the Village should undertake
to implement the Comprehensive Plan. it
should be noted that no attempt was
made to document all actions that might
be undertaken to implement the Plan.
Since the community by its very nature is
not static and it is expected that local
conditions will change over time, it is
useful to delineate only those implemen-
tation strategies discussed in earlier
chapters which focus on carrying out

lasting impact.

control regula-

tions which in-

clude, but are

not limited to,
zoning, subdivision, fraffic and access,
building and property maintenance, and
other regulations. The Comprehensive
Planning program has resuited in a need
to review the Village's system of devel-
opment controls. At a minimum, all exist-
ing codes should be reviewed under the
new Plan In addition, the following key
amendments should be considered in the
review process:

1. The zoning regulations shouid estab-
lish transition yard requirements
where multi-family and nonresidential
uses adjoin low-density residential
areas. This would include increased
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yard depths and the provision of
landscaping and screening reguire-
ments.

2. The ordinance should include a
modified single family district which
includes a minimum lot width re-
quirement of roughly 90 feet which
would be applied in the northwestern
portion of the Village, as described in
the Land-Use Plan.

3. The ordinance should aiso be
amended to create a new “service
commercial” district and “office busi-
ness park” district to carry out the
recommendations of the Land-Use
Plan.

4. The zoning ordinance should be
amended to provide that any publicly
held land currently zoned PL, Public
Lands District, will not automaticaily
revert to the R1 zoning district classi-
fication. Changes in zoning, and land-
use should be considered under the
polices of the Plan and uses appro-
priate for any given area.

5. The authority for shared parking ar-
rangements should also be consid-
ered as an amendment to the zoning
ordinance. Shared parking should be
subject to individual project review,
on a case-by-case basis to consider
the unique opportunities and/or is-
sues posed under a specific situation.

6. Any recommended amendments
which arise from the off-street park-
ing study described below should be
incorporated into the Village’s zoning
ordinance.

7. Owver time, land should be rezoned to
achieve consistency with the Land-
Use Plan.

B.
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM

A Capital Improvements Program (CIP)
is a crtically important mechanism to
implement key aspects of the Plan. Oak
Lawn's fiscal resources will always be
limited, and public dollars must be spent
wisely.

A variety of capital improvement possi-
bilities have been identified in the Plan
which should be considered in the Vil
lage's capital improvement programming.
The following improvements represent
key needs identified as part of the Com-
prehensive Plan, and are by no means
exhaustive:

Streets and Related improvements.

It is essential that the Village con-
tinue to provide a high quality Street
and maintenance improvements
program. The Village’s success in
this area is largely the basis for the
current quality of street and related
improvements.

Bicycle and Pedestrian _Facilities
The Comprehensive Plan recom-

mends the development of a system
of bicycle improvements connecting
major generators and destinations
throughout the community. The Plan
includes  signalized  pedestrian
crosswalks at key intersections as
well. These improvements should be
coordinated with the Oak Lawn Park
District.

C
FOLLOW-UP STUDIES AND PROJ-
ECTS

Although the new Comprehensive Plan is
fairly complete in scope and coverage,
there are certain subject areas where the
Village could benefit from more in-depth
study. This section provides an overview
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of key projects which could significantly
augment the planning program.

Off-Street Parking_Study. The Com-

prehensive Plan includes a number
of observations regarding off-street
parking requirements in the Village.
Adjustments to parking standards
may be made in the future. As a pri-
ority implementation action of the
Comprehensive Plan, a parking
study examining parking needs in
commercial use areas should be
undertaken and any follow-up
amendments to the Village parking
standards made. The study should
carefully consider the Village's land-
use and developmeni goals and
recommendations for the major
street corridors.

Community Corridor _Studies.
Throughout the Comprehensive
Plan process, many concems and
improvement needs of the commu-
nity have been raised which directly
or indirectly relate to key land-use
and transporiation corridors. Plans
would more directly address envi-
ronmental conditions, traffic circula-
tion improvements, parking im-
provements, gateway areas, pedes-
trian and open space improvements,
site and building development, and
urban design

Heart of Qak Lawn Plan Update.

The Comprehensive Plan introduces
a number of ideas for the Heart of
Oak Lawn which would benefit from
more intensive Study. An updated
plan for the Heart of Oak Lawn
would help place the Village in a
more proactive posture to direct and
undertake further improvements in
the area, in concert with property
owners and developer interests.

Public Parking and Signage Pro-
agram. The Village should prepare
and adopt design guidelines which
would serve to unify Village parking
area improvements. This would in-
clude improvement standards for
parking design, signage, lighting,
landscaping, street fumiture and
other elements.

provements. Working with the busi-

ness community, the Village should
revise its sign regulations to em-
brace principles asserted under the
Plan The Village should also, with
business community participation,
provide for block identification sig-
nage, at a minimum along the 95th
Street corridor, This sighage would
provide special identification to the
basic block numbering scheme to
give motorists early waming of busi-
ness locations.

D.
PLAN ADMINISTRATION
AND AMENDMENT

The Comprehensive Plan is not a static
document; the planning process must be
continuous. The Plan should be moni-
tored and updated on a regular basis.
The need for Plan amendments is the
result of many community influences.
Most frequently these are brought about
by changes in attitudes or emerging
needs not foreseen at the time of Plan
adoption. The following paragraphs de-
scribe the procedures which apply to any
amendment of the Comprehensive Plan.

Day-to-Day Monitoring and Administra-
tion

In order for the Plan to be “maintained”
and updated in a timely manner, the
designation of an agency responsible for
coordinating planning activities, receiving
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community input and comments, and
providing and disseminating information
regarding the Comprehensive Plan is
required. While the Planning and Devel-
opment Commission and Village Board
are uitimately responsible for implement-
ing the new Plan, the Village Planning
and Community Development Depart-
ment is the most appropriate agency to
carry out the day-to-day activities of Plan
administration The Department shali:

1. Make available copies of the Pian
document for public purchase.

2. Provide assistance to the public in
explaining the Plan and its relation-
ship to community development
projects and other proposals.

3. Assist the Planning and Develop-
ment Commission and Village Board
in the day-to-day administration, in-
terpretation and application of the
Plan.

4. Maintain a list of current possible
amendments, issues or needs which
may be a subject of change, addi-
tion or deletion from the Compre-
hensive Plan.

5. Coordinate and assist the Planning
and Development Commission and
Village Board in the Plan amend-
ment process.

6. Undertake any activities requested
by the Planning and Development
Commission and Village Board.

Review and Progress Report

Although a proposai to amend the Plan
can be brought forth by petition at any
time, the Village should undertake a
systematic review of the Plan. The Plan
should be reviewed every two or three
years. An annual exarnination of the Plan

will help ensure that the planning pro-
gram remains relevant to community
needs and aspirations.

The review should include an evaluation
of the collective observations of the
Pianning and Community Development
Department, Planning and Development
Commission, and Village Board. Invita-
tion to discuss and evaluate the Plan
should be extended to appropriate public
agencies and the community at large

Topics to be raised before the Planning
and Development Commission as part of
a review should be coordinated through
the Planning and Community Develop-
ment Department

Plan Amendment Procedures

The Comprehensive Plan amendment
procedures have been prepared to pro-
vide a clear and consistent approach to
the evaluation of proposed Comprehen-
sive Plan amendments. They provide a
framework for the review of proposed
amendments by the Planning and Devel-
opment Commission and action by the
Village Board. Any proposed amendment
to the Comprehensive Plan shall be
subject to the following procedures.

1. Plan amendments shall be submit-
fed in writing in a form provided by
the Planning and Community Devel-
opment Department and shall in-
ciude all proposed text and map
amendments. The petition shall
document and demonsirate the
need for the proposed amendments.

2. A public hearing on the proposed
amendments shall be held before
the Planning and Development
Commission, in accordance with
state law.
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3. The Planning and Development
Commission shall consider the pro-
posed amendments and recommend
approval or disapproval on the pro-
posed amendment, or recommend
approval on an altemnative amend-
ment to the Village Board of Trus-
tees. At its discretion, the Planning
and Development Commission may
seek information, advice or technical
support from the Planning and Eco-
nomic Development Department, or
other advisors it deems appropriate,
to draw reasonable conclusions re-
garding the proposed amendments.
The approval of Land-Use Plan Map
Amendments shall be subject to the
criteria outlined below.

4. In accordance with state law, and
within 90 days of the close of the
public hearing, the Village Board shall
receive the report of the Planning and
Development Commission and shall
approve or deny any or all recom-
mendations of the Planning and De-
velopment Commission. Should no
formal action be taken within the 90
day period, the proposed amendment
may not be acted upon, and shall
comply with the notice and hearing
requirements of this section and state
law.
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Part V
Background

Inventory

Comprehensive
Plan

Oak Lawn, Hlllinois

This part incldes a description of
studies and acfivities undertaken to
help formulate the Comprehensive
Plan. It includes summary descrip-
tions of: 1) exisitng land-use; 2) de-
mographics and market conditions;
3) community facilities; and 4) trans-
portation.
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V.

Community Inventory -

The Background for Planning

The development of the Comprehensive
Plan has been based, in part, on the
collection and analysis of a significant
amount of local information. This infor-
mation formed the basis of the Phase |
Background Studies The Community
Inventory section provides a summary of
the key data and analysis drawn in the
development of the new Plan. Informa-
tion was coliected in

an analysis of land-use conditions and
potentials as a part of the Comprehen-
sive Plan, but also provides the Village
with an important data base which
should be useful in other ways in the
future

The results of the survey are depicted in
Figure 7, Existing Land-Use. The acre-
age of land use by
type of use is pre-

1996. It includes sec-  The Community Inventory sec- sented in Table 3.

tions on: 1) existing
land-use; 2) demo-

tion provides a summary of the Existing land-use

graphic and market key data and anaIySiS used in 3d%cas are de-

overview; 3) com- the development of the new

scribed below.

munity faciiies; and  pran 1t includes sections on: RESIDENTIAL

4) transportation.

A graphic and market overview;

1) existing land-use; 2) demo- LAND USE

AREAS

EXISTING  LAND- 3} community facilities; and 4) pmough  0ak

USE

Future land-use and

development  within

Oak Lawn will be largely determined by
the pattern of existing residential, com-
mercial, industrial and public land uses.
The location and extent of existing land
use, and the manner in which it is
grouped and related, significantly affects
the quality of life within a community.

To determine the type and location of
land uses currently existing within Oak
Lawn, a field survey was conducted in
May, 1996 The specific use of each
building and parcel at the time of the
survey was recorded and mapped.

The land-use survey has resulted in an
up-to date representation of how land in
Oak Lawn is used. This not only permits

transportation.

Lawn contains

significant  indus-

trial and commer-

cial development,
it is primarily a residential community. In
total, residential land uses comprise
2,382 acres, or 44 .8 percent of the total
land use within the Village.

Existing residential neighborhoods vary
in terms of age, lot sizes, density, and
physical characteristics. The classifica-
tion of residential land uses has been
divided into four categories; each cate-
gory is briefly described below. Where a
range of units is indicated, this range
applies to the number of units per
building.
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VILLAGE LIMITS
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Table 3, Existing Land-Use

Land - Use Acres Percent of Total
Residential Use
Single family 2,154 40.6
Two Family 10 0.2
Multiple Family 3 - 6 Dwellings 50 0.9
Muitiple Family 7 - 16 Dwellings 95 1.8
Multiple Family 17 or More Dwellings 58 1
Commercial Land-Use
Major Shopping Centers (retail and service) 110 21
Strip Shopping Centers (retail) 26 0.5
Strip Shopping Centers (service) 3 0.05
Corridor Retail 89 1.7
Corridor Service 51 1
Office 15 0.2
Medical Office 18 0.3
Employment
Light Industrial 29 0.5
Warehousing and Contracting 8 0.1
Public and Semi-Public
Educational and Institutional 236 4.4
Municipal 20 04
Recreation and Cpen Space 197 3.7
Public Right-of-Way 2025 382
Parking 36 0.7
Other
Vacant Land and Buildings 58 1
Traiter Court 15 0.3
TOTAL 5,303 100"
*May not total 100 due to rounding
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Single-Family Residential Areas

Single-family detached uses comprise
40.6 percent (2,154 acres) of the land
use within the community In general,
existing residential neighborhoods con-
tain essentially sound housing stock.

It is important to point out that the com-
munity’s single family detached residen-
tial areas have almost exclusively de-
veloped without the intrusion of any de-
tached housing, or nonresidential uses
(except community facilities) which cre
ates a consistent and distinct living envi-
ronment.

Residential Areas; Two to Six Dwellings

Two-family to six-family residential ar-
eas are comprised primarily of du-
plexes, townhomes and a few small
apartment buildings. Currently, 60 acres
(1.1 %) of the total 10 acres are in du-
plex use and 50 acres are developed for
three- to six-family unit structures.

Multi-Family Residential Areas Gener-
ally

In general, muitiple family units occupy
a total of 153 acres (2.8%) of the total
land area in the Village. In terms of
dwelling units, of the 21,835 dweliings
reported in the Village in 1980, 7,464
units, or 34% are in structures contain-
ing more than one unit.

Multi-Family Residential Areas: Seven
to Sixteen Dwellings

Multi-family residential areas with ap-
proximately seven to sixteen dwelling
units per building comprise approxi-
mately 1.8 percent of the developed
land within the Village. These areas
tend {o be larger in size and include a
variety of dwelling types. Many of these

buildings have developed as condo-
miniums.

Multi-Family Residential Areas: Seven-
teen or More Dwellings

Buildings containing seventeen or more
dwelling units comprise 1 percent of the
total land within the Village. These loca-
tions are larger in size and have been
developed as planned developments.
Many include on-site facilities and serv-
ices available to residents and a high
percentage of the units appear to be
condominiums with owner occupied
units.

COMMERCIAL LAND-USE AREAS

Oak Lawn includes a diverse range of
established commercial areas. Com-
munity participation in the planning pro-
gram has strongly emphasized the need
to protect and enhance these commer-
cial areas in the future.

Commercial areas in Oak Lawn are
concenfrated along the Village's major
street comdors including 95th Street,
Cicero Avenue, and Southwest High-
way. In total, commercial land uses
comprise 5.8 percent of the land within
the Village.

Commercial development within Oak
Lawn reflects several general "formats”
or prototypes:

¢ Major Shopping Centers, which in-
clude larger-scale, coordinated
shopping developments anchored
by a major tenant such as a grocery
store or a general merchandise re-
tailer. These centers include a vari-
ety of retail and commercial service
uses as part of the major center, or
as part of peripheral "outlot" devel-
opment.
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¢ Strip Centers, which include unified
and coordinated shopping centers
which lack any major large-scale
anchor. Strip centers tend to be
smaller in size, are typically com-
prised of one or two buildings, and
are located in close proximity to the
roadway . Strip centers include those
which emphasize either retail uses
or commercial service uses.

+ Corridor Retail Areas, which include
free-standing retail uses and sfruc-
tures on a separate, individual site.

¢ Corridor Service Areas, which in-
clude free-standing commercial
service uses and structures onh a
separate site.

Existing commercial areas are briefly
described below.

95th Street and Heart of Oak Lawn

The 95th Street corridor in Oak Lawn
includes many of the communities pri-
mary retail and commercial uses. Rela-
tive to the other commercial corridors,
95th Street includes roughly one-half of
the community’s retail and commercial
development. Significantly, 95th Street
is the site of 10 automobile dealerships,
and three large scale planned commer-
cial developments including: 1) the
Jewel/Osco/Kmart and Holiday Inn lo-
cated at the northwest corner of Pulaski
and 95th Street; 2) the Green Oaks
Shopping Center at the intersection of
Cicero Avenue and 95th Street; and 3)
the Venture center located at the
southwest corner of Pulaski Road and
95th Street.

Cicero Avenue
Next to 95th Street, Cicero Avenue

contains the largest concentration of
retail and commercial activity in the Vil-

lage. While it embraces a mix of uses,
Cicero Avenue has a strong retail trade
orientation. It includes a number of
planned commercial centers, as well as
freestanding commerciat uses and strip
center development.

While most large commercial spaces
are well tenanted, vacancies do exist.
The area of greatest concem along the
corridor lies north of 95th Street The
land-use and development pattern is
fragmented in this area due to street,
parcel and access configurations as well
as the presence of the Norfolk and
Westermn Railroad. This location is also
one of the most congested in the com-
munity as well. The Comprehensive
Plan should explore ways to improve
and coordinate access in the area.
There are also a number of incompati-
ble land-uses present within the area
which the Plan will seek to eliminate

Southwest Highway (Scuth of 95th
Streel)

The Southwest Highway commercial
area is located south of 95th Sireet to
the Village limits. The area consists of
older strip commercial service and retail
uses. The overall physical condition of
the area and its market position relative
to 95th Street and the Chicago Ridge
Mall are a concem. There are clear
signs of obsolescence and deferred
maintenance in both building and site
improvements along the cormridor.

The area is comprised of small scale
neighborhood and convenience uses.
Southwest Highway does not include
these kinds of major tenants. As a re-
sult, the corridor has a weak market
position and is subject to change in the
future. The Comprehensive Plan has
determined a change of use is appro-
priate.
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Neighborhood Commercial Areas

There are three neighborhood commer-
cial areas serving Oak Lawn. These
include: 1) the northwest corner of Pu-
laski Road and 111th Street;, 2)
Ridgeland Avenue and 87th Street; and
3) 87th Street befween Austin Avenue
and 55th Court. Commercial develop-
ment located in the first two areas is
stable and shouid likely remain so in the
future.

However, the commercial area between
Austin Avenue and 55th Court along the
south side of 87th Street is subject to
change in the future. While the area in-
cludes a number of retail uses such as a
drug store, it predominantly consists of
commercial service and automotive
uses. The plan has determined that a
change of use in certain areas along
this corridor is appropriate.

EMPLOYMENT LAND-USE AREAS

Qak Lawn maintains a limited inventory
of office and light industrial areas. Citi-

zen input in the early stages of the

process indicates a desire to make
available additionai employment oppor-
tunities in the Village. While there will be
inherent limitations to employment de-
velopment possibilities in view of the
developed nature of the Village, the
comprehensive plan should explore the
potential for additionai development.

Existing employment fand use areas
within Oak Lawn generally consist of
three types of development:

Light Industrial Areas

The Village of Oak Lawn maintains lim-
ited light industrial land-use area. The
largest of its light industrial area is lo-
cated in the area of Central Avenue and
111th Street. This area is occupied by a

number of auto related uses, but also
includes manufactures such as Metal
Coating Specialists. The area aiso in-
cludes a number of medical uses such
as the newer Southwest Hospitals MRI
Center. The second area is generally
located in the northeast corner of the
intersection of Southwest Highway and
Cicero Avenue.

Office Employment Locations

Office uses are scattered throughout
both commercial and employment areas
of the Village. In general, office uses in
Oak Lawn principally emphasize medi-
cal, financial and some commercial
service uses. For the future, expanded
office development would appear to
have potential in Oak Lawn.

VACANT AND UNDEVELOPED LANDS

Oak Lawn is a built-up community, and
therefore has minimal vacant land avail-
able for future development. Approxi-
mately 58 acres of vacant land and
buildings currently exist in the Village,
comprising 1 percent of the total land
area. Alternative land-uses for parcels
that do remain should be explored as
part of the next phase in the planning
program.

B.
DEMOGRAPHIC AND MARKET
OVERVIEW

This section provides a brief summary
of trends and changes anticipated for the
local population and market in the future.

DEMOGRAPHICS

1. Oak Lawn's population is expected
to increase approximately 850 per-
sons by the year 2010, which is
comparable to projections for sur-
rounding mature communities. This
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increase would result in the addition
of approximately 476 dwelling units.
These trends assume new resi-
dents with lager households will be
moving into the community, as well
as the addition of some new hous-
ing units.

Qak Lawn's population has been
growing older As suggested by
many local residents, the Plan
should seek to diversify housing
options for "empty nesters” and
senior citizens.

The current racial and ethnic com-
position of the community is char-
acterized by modest diversification.
In 1990, 98.2% of Oak Lawn's
population was White, It is ex-
pected that Oak Lawn will continue
to diversify in the years ahead, and
it is anticipated in the year 2010 the
Village’s Black, Hispanic, and
populations of other races are an-
ticipated to increase fo 12.3%.

MARKET

4,

QOak Lawn has approximately
700,000 square feet of retail space
located in convenience, neighbor-
hood and community shopping
centers. Oak Lawn also has nu-
merous free-standing retail uses,
including restaurants, fast food
outlets and car dealerships, as well
as its older retail core located in the
Heart of Oazak Lawn along 95th
Street.

The strength of Oak Lawn's retail
market is reflected in the amount of
local retail sales tax it collects. The
llinois Department of Revenue re-
ports that local sales tax collected
by Oak Lawn in 1995 totaled nearly
$8.4 million. Based upon a one
percent local sales tax, this trans-

lates into $840 million in retad
sales, a 33 percent gain over 1985
and a 125 percent increase over
1980.

Between 1990 and 1995, the larg-
est increases in the local sales tax
were produced by general mer-
chandise (57 percent); automobile,
automobile-related, and gas sta-
tions (28 percent); eating and
drinking places (13 percent); and
pharmacies and other retail (2 per-
cenf). Decreases in sales tax
revenues were in the lumber,
building supplies, hardware; fumi-
ture, household goods, apparel and
food categories.

Automobiles,  automobile-related
and gas stations have continually
been the largest generators of local
sales tax. In 1995, these uses pro-
duced nearly 47 percent of local
sales tax revenue. The next largest
generators of local sales tax were
food (16.0 percent), pharmacies
and other retail (12.5 percent), and
general merchandise (115 per-
cent).

Oak Lawn’s retail market is not de-
pendent upon “power” shopping
centers. A power center is domi-
nated by several large anchors, in-
cluding discount department stores,
off-price retailers, warehouse clubs,
etc. They are typically strip centers
with anchor square footage com-
prising 70 to 100 percent of the
gross leasable area. Power cen-
ters are usually 200,000 square
feet or larger.

Oak Lawn can expect to continue
restructuring its employment base
from manufacturing to services and
other white collar occupations.
However, the actual change in totai
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employment over the planning pe-
riod is likely to be moedest. Little va-
cant {and remains within the com-
munity, and Oak Lawn is situated
within a mature market setting. Yet,
trends indicate Oak Lawn will con-
tinue to experience growth in the
retail sector where it is anticipated a
total of 8928 new jobs will be added.

10. Similar to other southwest sub-
urbs, Oak Lawn does not have a
competitive office market with
general tenant Class A or B office
space. Oak Lawn has three small
office buildings, constructed prior to
1984. In combination, they total
less than 95,000 square feet [t is
not anticipated the market for office
uses will shift in the future in the
relative size or quality of office
buildings in Oak Lawn.

11. The projection of demand for addi-
tional industrial space is directly
related to growth in the manufactur-
ing and wholesale trade
(warehouse, distribution, show-
room) employment. In Oak Lawn,
it is projected that manufacturing
employment will decrease by 69
jobs between 1990 and 2010 while
wholesale trade (including transpor-
tation, communications and public
utilities) will only increase by 67
Thus, there is not significant de-
mand for new industrial space.

C.
COMMUNITY FACILITIES

This section describes existing condi-
tions and future needs of the following
facilities: 1) parks and recreation; 2)
public schools; 3) municipal buildings
and facilities; 4) public library; 5) Christ
Hospital; and 6) the Oak Lawn senior
citizen center. Information for this sec-

tion was provided by each service
agency.

PARKS AND RECREATION

The parks and recreation system con-
sists of sites, facilties and programs.
The Oak Lawn Park and Recreation
System was one of the most frequently
cited assets of the community.

Management and Organization

Oak Lawn residents are served by the
Oak Lawn Park District which was es-
tablished in 1944 Today, it serves a
population of over 56,000. The district’s
administration office is currently located
on 95th Street. The district is governed
by an elected board comprised of
commissioners.

Existing Facilities and Programs

The Oak Lawn Park District currently
operates 33 park sites encompassing
approximately 308 acres. Other public
or private recreational facilities located
within the Village include the Chicago
Health Club, Oak Lawn Aqua Pool and
parochial school gymnasiums. The Park
District provides comprehensive recrea-
tion programs to its citizens.

The existing park system, which is
summarized in Figure 8, Existing Park
and Recreation Sites, is discussed be-
low.

Mini Parks

The mini park is the smallest unit in the
recreational system. It typically ranges
in size from a small tot lot to up to four
acres. Mini parks are intended primarily
for children of elementary and junior
high school age and shouid be located
within safe walking distance of the resi-
dents they serve,
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Oak Lawn has 8 mini parks, totaling
11.70 acres: Brandt Park, Dearbom
Heights Park, Dillion Park, Harker Park,
McVickers Park, Phillips Park, Shubert
Park, and Williams Place.

Neighborhood Parks

The neighborhood park normally ranges
from 5 to 15 acres in size, although it
can be larger It is designed to provide
service for a broader range of age
groups and activity levels than a mini
park. Often neighborhood parks are de-
veloped in association with elementary
or junior high school facilities.

Oak Lawn has 9 neighborhood parks
totaling 66.20 acres: Beverly Lawn Park,
Columbus Manor, Harnew Park, Keeler
Park, Lake Shore Park, Lawn Manor
Park, Memorial Park, Oak Meadows
Park, and Worthbrook Park.

Community Parks

Community parks typically range from
40 to 90 acres, are intended to provide
a full range of recreational facilities for
all age groups, and can serve up to ap-
proximately 20,000 persons. Oak Lawn
has 1 community park totaling 50.80
acres: Centennial Park.

Special Use Parks

in addition to the above described park
types, the community also has 10 spe-
cial use parks totaling 177.93 acres.
Oak Lawn residents have access o a
wide variety of recreational activities,
including: Central Park/lce Arena, Chi-
cago Ridge Prairie, Cook School, Le-
wandowski, Menard Activity Center,
Oakview Center, Stony Creek Driving
Range, Stony Creek Golf Course, Ten-
nis and Racquetball Club, and Wolfe
Wildlife Refuge.

Parks and Open Space Standards

Basic minimum standards have been
established by a variety of organizations
to help communities determine whether
their local park and recreation systems
are adequate. This section focuses on
park land needs within the community.
These standards establish guidelines for
the number of acres of park land per
capita and the type and number of fa-
cilities for different kinds of parks and
other system components.

The Village currently provides approxi-
mately 6 acres of local park land per
1,000 popuiation (including Special Use
areas). The basic National Recreation
and Park Association (NRPA) standard
is 10 acres per 1,000 population. in a
deveioped community like Oak Lawn,
emphasis will be placed on developing
the existing park and recreation system.

Park and Recreation Needs

Park District staff indicate that there is
an ongoing need for additional park
land, open space and fields. The park
system would benefit from a land ac-
quisition bank to assist in the purchase
of open space in built up areas. This
land bank couid possibly be funded by
residential developers. Other park and
recreation needs include: recreation
center, pools (indoor and outdoor),
gymnasiums, bike paths, open spaces,
family-oriented special events, teen
programs, and nature programs

Plans for how recreational services will
be provided in the future will be affected
by the trend of younger families moving
into Oak Lawn. These families are
looking for a variety of programs with
both indoor and outdoor facilities
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Schools are among the most important
community facilities, especially in a pre-
dominantly residential community such
as Oak Lawn. They not only provide
educational services, but also play im-
portant cultural, recreational and social
roles within the community. Quality pub-
lic schools are among the most fre-
quently mentioned assets of the Village
of Oak Lawn. The conditions of each
summarized in Table 4, Community
Facilities Inventory: Public Schools. Oak
lawn is served by five elementary school
districts and two high school districts.

Public Elementary Schools

Oak Lawn is served by five elementary
school districts,. Oak Lawn Hometown
Elementary District 123 serves the vast
majority of the Village. Other elementary
school districts serving Oak Lawn in-
clude: Elementary District 12; Elemen-
tary District 126; Elementary School
District 125; and Elementary School
District 127 and One-Half While some
schools may be expanded in the future,
all districts report adequate land and
facility needs over the planning period.

Public High Schools

Qak Lawn Community High School Dis-
trict 229

The Oak Lawn Community High School
District 229 serves portions of Oak
Lawn north of 99th Street and serves
the Village of Oak Lawn exclusively
District officials report enrollments are
stable and, aside from renovations,
there are no plans for new or expanded
facilitates at this time.

Community High School District 218

District 218 serves areas of Oak Lawn
south of 99th Street and includes a
number of other communities to the
south. The district has two attendance
centers, one of which is in Oak Lawn on
Central Avenue. The district indicates
Polaris High School is to be phased out
of service.

MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS AND FACILI-
TIES

This section briefly describes the mu-
nicipal facilities and services provided to
Oak Lawn.

Police Protection

The Village of Oak Lawn provides com-
prehensive police services to the com-
munity. The police department head-
quarters are located in the Village Hall
complex on 95th Street. The facility is
virtually new and in excellent condition.

Municipal buildings and facilities are de-
scribed in Table 5, Community Facilities
Inventory: Municipal Facilifies.

Fire Protection

Fire protection services within the Vil-
lage of Oak Lawn are provided by the
Oak Lawn Fire Department.

The Departiment operates three fire sta-
tions. These include: 1) 6451 W. 93rd
Place; 2} 4401 W. 104rd Street; and 3)
9446 S. Raymond. Existing facilities are
adequate to serve the community. How-
ever, the department is exploring the
possibility of another station. Further,
one of the stations may require expan-
sion when a new truck/tower ladder is
activated.
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The Oak Lawn Fire Department main-
tains an Insurance Service Organization
(ISQ) rating of 1. The rating represents
an exceptional level of performance and
service commitment on behalf of the
community. Few lllinois municipalities
hold this distinction.

Public Works

The Public Works Department operates,
maintains, designs, and constructs Vil-
lage-owned infrastructure which in-
cludes streets, water pumping, water
distribution, sewer collection, {raffic
control, street lighting, urban forestry,
and stormwater collection and detention
systems.

While the Department's facilities are
generally adequate to meet community
needs, there is a need to expand indoor
storage for the sewer and street divi-
sion. The water division offices aiso
need to be relocated and expanded to
meet future growth requirements.

Village Hall

The Ozk Lawn Village Hall currently
provides space for administration, po-
lice, fire, finance, public works, commu-
nications and engineering. The Village
Hall facilities were just recently con-
structed in the Heart of Oak Lawn. The
Village Hall is considered adequate and
no expansion or improvement plans are
programmed at this time.

OAK LAWN PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Oak Lawn Public Library, founded
in 1943, provides comprehensive serv-
ices to Oak Lawn Citizens. it has a col-
lection of 215,000 volumes. The Library
provides programs for senior citizens
and youths.

The current Library is considered sound,
and building maintenance and rehabili-
tation programming are ongeoing. The
Library may require additional space in
the future, depending on space needs
related to new communications tech-
nologies, and how these technologies
are integrated into library programs. The
library has identified a need for public
gathering space for hosting public
meetings and programs.

CHRIST HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL
CENTER

Christ Hospital in Oak Lawn is an impor-
tant community facility. It not only pro-
vides high quality - full service health
care to Oak Lawn citizens and surround-
ing communities, it is alsc a major em-
ployer and contributor to the local econ-
omy.

For the future, the Comprehensive Plan
should explore land-use patterns in ar-
eas surrounding the hospital and de-
termine whether any land-use change is
desirable.

SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER

Located as £330 W. 95th Street, the
Oak Lawn Senior Citizens Center pro-
vides a range of services and activities
o senior citizens for health care, trans-
portation, exercise, recreation social
services, volunteer opportunities, infor-
mation and referral, and assistance with
state and federal programs.

The senior center and Senior Citizens
Commission foresee their role increas-
ing in the community in the years
ahead. The need for senior citizen
housing in central Oak Lawn is highly
desirable, and the is a need to expand
the senior center. Representatives an-
ticipate the demand for both senior
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services and housing to continue in the
future

D.
TRANSPORTATION

This section provides an overview of
Oak Lawn's transportation system and
expected needs over the planning pe-
riod. Its purpose is to examine the exist-
ing fransportation network within the
community and to identify new or im-
proved transportation facilities which
may be needed in the future. Sections
addressing the following areas inciude:
1) the street network; 2) bicycle and pe-
destrian facilities; and 3) public trans-
portation.

STREET SYSTEM

The street system within Oak Lawn is
fairly well established Because the
community is largely build-out few new
streets will likely be added to the net-
work in the future. Future transportation
improvements will focus on minimizing
congestion through creating additional
capacity within the existing roadway
network.

STREET AND ROADWAY JURISDIC-
TION

Street and roadway jurisdiction be-
comes an important issue when discuss-
ing soiutions and potential solutions to
traffic problems. Standards for roadway
design, construction, and operation vary
from agency to agency. Therefore, an
overview of street jurisdiction is neces-
sary prior fo consideration of changes or
additions to the street network in the
next phase of the Comprehensive Plan
study.

Hlinois Department of Transportation

The lllinois Department of Transporta-
tion controls and has jurisdiction over
95th Street, 111th Street, Cicero Ave-
nue, Hariem Avenue and Pulaski Road
within the planning area of the Village of
Oak Lawn

Cook County

The Cook County Highway Department
has maintenance jurisdiction for Central
Avenue, 103rd Street between Cicero
and Central Avenue, 87th Street and
Ridgeland Avenue within the Village.

SIDEWALKS AND STREET LIGHTS

Although sidewalks exist throughout
most of the Village of Oak Lawn, there
are a few areas of the community that
currently do not have sidewalks. Citi-
zens participating in the planning proc-
ess to date have indicated a need for
sidewalk improvements in certain areas
of the Village. The Office of Quality
Control has conducted an inventory of
these areas and has prepared cost es-
timates for sidewalk improvements.

Citizens also identified a strong interest
in the Village providing additional street
lighting in certain areas. The Office of
Quaility Control conducted an evaiuation
of areas in the community not currently
served with street lighting.

BICYCLE ROUTES

The Southwest Councit of Mayors has
developed a Regional Bikeway Plan,
which was adopted on April 30, 1996
The plan calls for on-street bike routes
along portions of 87th Street, 99th
Street, 105th Street, Ridgeland Avenue,
Central Avenue, and Pulaski Road.
Other on-street routes and off-street
trails are also contemplated, both as a
result of the Southwest Council of May-
ors and Managers Plan and local bike-
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way planning by the Village of Oak
Lawn Park District.  There is an ex-
pressed desire for more bicycle facilities
within the Village

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

The Village of Oak Lawn is well served
by public transportation: Metra trains
and Pace buses both service the com-
munity.  Other public transportation
services provided within the Village in-
clude:

+ “Dial a ride” service for seniors and
handicapped residents (provided by
the Worth Township three days a
week, to supplement service pro-
vided by the Village of Worth two
other days);

¢+ Commuter buses (privately spon-
sored, mainly for employee trips to
work); and

+ Taxi and limousine services.

Both Metra and Pace have indicated
that they would consider increased
service areas or frequency of service to
the Village were additional parking
made available by the Village to aug-
ment the increased service.
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