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INTRODUCTION	TO	THE	CORRIDOR	PLAN

Village was awarded CMAP grant to study corridor

Project Purpose “To improve corridor aesthetics, multi‐modal 
transportation opportunities, community linkages, zoning 
support and design guidelines for the corridor”

Fall 2012 ‐ Proposal and Interview

January 2013 ‐ Project Initiation
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PROJECT LEAD

COMMUNITY PLANNING / URBAN DESIGN

DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 

CONSULTANT	TEAM
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PROJECT	SCHEDULE

Project Schedule  Jan 2013 – Feb 2014

1. Initiation Jan 2013
2. Project Outreach Jan 2013 – Feb 2014

• Community survey, interviews, focus groups, workshops, 
events, media coverage, public meetings, steering meetings

3. Data Analysis Jan – Feb 2013
• Coordination with transit agencies, Village GIS

4. Plan Visioning May 2013
• Public visioning workshop, preliminary recommendations

5. Plan Development June 2013 – Feb 2014
• Economic development, land use/zoning; transportation & 

transit; streetscape; design guidelines; redevelopment sites; 
implementation strategies
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STEERING	COMMITTEE

Larry Fetchko, Resident of 26 years
Pablo Galarza, Realtor
Joe Cwiklinski, Architectural Review Board
John Eggert, Former Planning Commission Chairman
Anne Casey, Local Business Owner
Larry Daly, Local Business Owner
Gregory Lis, Business Development Corporation
Steve Radice, Former Planning Commission Chairman
Jim Ryan, Resident of 25 years
Leigh Ann Gertos
Carmelo La Spina, Architect
Christy Hernandez, Past Chamber President
Jeff Reichl, Chamber of Commerce
Patty Mangano, RTA
Dave Tomzik, Pace
Jason Salley, IDOT
Kristen Andersen, Metra
Jake Seid, CMAP
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COMMUNITY	OUTREACH
Project Website/Facebook Page

Community Survey – 1,040 responses

Key Stakeholder Interviews/ Focus Groups/ Workshops

Steering Committee Meetings (4)

Public Meetings (3)

Fall on the Green
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GOALS	AND	OBJECTIVES
GOAL: 

Through partnerships between the Village, Community and 
Public Agencies, transform 95th Street into a gateway to the 
community.

OBJECTIVES:

1.Support existing corridor businesses, attract new shops and 
dining;

2.Support Downtown Oak Lawn as the cultural centerplace of 
the community;

3.Maintain a neighborhood friendly atmosphere;

4.Reinforce a multi‐modal environment with a focus on 
pedestrian safety;

5.Create a series of eye‐catching experiences.



Vi
lla
ge
	o
f	O
ak
	L
aw
n	

95
th
St
re
et
	C
or
ri
do
r	P
re
se
nt
at
io
n

02/11/14

9

PLAN	ORGANIZATION

1. Transportation & Transit Recommendations
2. Streetscape Recommendations
3. Site Development Concepts
4. Design Guideline Recommendations
5. Land Use and Zoning Recommendations
6. Implementation Strategy
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HIGHLIGHTS

35,000 – 40,000 ADT

6 Lane Cross Section 

•center turn lane, on‐street parking

Narrow Sidewalks

•Metra SW Service

Chicago to Manhattan

PACE Bus Service

•#381 ‐ 95th Street – CTA Red Line

•#383 ‐ Cicero Ave – CTA Orange 
Line/Midway

TRANSPORTATION
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TRANSPORTATION
1. Develop a roadway median plan that organizes safe traffic 

operations;

2. Update signalized intersection equipment to support safe crossings;

3. Support Pace proposed Arterial Rapid Transit (ART) including high 
tech bus stops, shelters and Transit Signal Prioritization (TSP);

4. Explore feasibility to extend Pace Route 895 from Chicago Ridge Mall 
to the Town Center and Metra Station;

5. Explore feasibility to expand Metra weekday schedule and provide 
additional weekend service;

6. Explore opportunities to reorganize parking at Metra garage to 
support local businesses and Village services.

7. Support existing on street parking where appropriate with 
landscaped curb bump outs;

8. Promote Village wide bike use through a system of on street and off 
street bike routes and bike amenities.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Positive character giving 
characteristics

•Metra station; Village Green; 
Village gateway features

Opportunities for enhancement

•Public ROW

•Private property enhancements

• Building façade, 
landscape enhancements

• Signage

STREETSCAPE
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1. Reinforce gateway treatments through landscaped medians, 

signage and sculpture;

2. Develop a Museum Drive Extension that supports Town Center 
parking with pedestrian amenities such as sustainable streetscapes, 
landscape plantings, interactive sculpture, plazas and signage;

3. Support the Village of Oak Lawn brand through a consistent 
wayfinding signage program;

4. Enhance roadway appearance through landscaped and paved 
medians;

5. Widen sidewalks as feasible to support pedestrian safety;

6. Support Village wide bike use through bike amenities as shared bike 
programs;

7. Improve intersections with updated crosswalks, median refuge 
islands and pedestrian countdown timers;

STREETSCAPE
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1. Update roadway lighting to reflect Village sustainability standards 

and roadway character;

2. Relocate Village planter pots to maximize visibility for turning 
vehicles;

3. Update paving to meet current ADA standards;

4. Adopt a sustainable and coordinated street furnishings program 
including Big Belly Trash compactors, bike racks, bike repair 
stations, recycled benches and LED lighting.

STREETSCAPE
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Gateway	Treatments

Bridge
Medians
Sculpture
Signage
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Gateway	Treatments
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Median	Types

Painted Medians
Raised Paved Medians
Landscape Medians, Narrow
Landscape Medians, Wide
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Sidewalks
Trees in Grates
Upgrade ADA Ramps
Intersection Corners
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Roadway	Lighting

Decorative Roadway Lighting
Pedestrian Mount Fixtures
Banners
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Intersections
Pedestrian Crossing
Median Refuge 
Colored/Textured Crosswalks
Countdown Timers
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Museum	Drive	Extension
Pole Mounted/Building Mounted Signage
Public Art
Decorative Lighting
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Museum	Drive	Extension
Public Art
Play Garden

Marbles, Amsterdam21 Swings, Montreal
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HIGHLIGHTS

Strong retail market / market is not a 
constraint

•25,000 population within a 5‐minute 
drive time

•ADT above 20,000

•Employees add daytime spending power

Challenges are:

•Access

•Co‐tenancy

•Site configuration

•Cooperation

•Redevelopment vs. greenfield costs

MARKET	&	DEMOGRAPHICS
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1. Retain the high volume retail sales businesses currently located 

along 95th Street; 

2. Attract additional high volume businesses;

3. Encourage entrepreneurship as a means of attracting unique 
businesses;

4. Use Village investment in development projects only as a last 
resort;

5. Match parking to business demand;

6. Create a pedestrian oriented business center in the Town Center;

7. Capitalize on medial office cluster to provide daytime population.

MARKET	DEVELOPMENT	GOALS



Vi
lla
ge
	o
f	O
ak
	L
aw
n	

95
th
St
re
et
	C
or
ri
do
r	P
re
se
nt
at
io
n

02/11/14

37

Beatty	Lumber	Site
Mixed use center that enlivens the Town Center with daytime population
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View looking east
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Museum	Drive	Extension
Support Town Center parking with streetscape amenities that focus on 
public art and sustainability
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Façade	Enhancement	Guidelines
Design guidelines for non-structural façade enhancements to 
Town Center buildings
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Oak	Lawn	
Community	
High	School
Enhance with 
improved traffic 
circulation, access 
to Pace, pedestrian 
circulation, 
landscaping and 
signage
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KMART	Site

Two scenarios:
1. Retenant and enhance existing center with new institutional use 

or:
2. Redevelop as a modern large format retail with sustainable site 

features
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Cicero	Avenue	Intersection
Improved access to Pace, pedestrian crossings and pedestrian access to 
adjacent land uses
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HIGHLIGHTS

Auto‐oriented corridor vs. 
Pedestrian‐oriented downtown

Retail / Institutional Land Uses

Lot sizes vary: 

•large format retail = +/‐ 25 ac

•downtown parcels = +/‐ 0.15 ac

Major retail users:

•auto dealerships, convenience 
retail

Major institutional users:

•Advocate Christ Hospital; Medical 
Offices; Oak Lawn HS

LAND	USE	&	ZONING
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531. Reinforce the Corridor as a quality destination within the 
south suburbs;

2. Support the Town Center as the cultural center of the 
community;

3. Design guidelines can communicate Village expectations 
for quality and appearance:

• Parking and access
• Pedestrian connections
• Building scale, proportion & treatments
• Signage
• Lighting
• Landscaping

LAND	USE	AND	ZONING
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Front	Yard	Setbacks

Existing code:
Title 4 Zoning Regulations, Chapter 6 
Commercial Districts

Front Yard Setback: 5’‐0”  wd

Proposed guidelines:
Increase to 10’‐0” wd

Where the setback abuts the public walk, 
developments shall provide additional 
walkway for an expanded sidewalk

Foundation landscape plantings as 
appropriate
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Cross	Access
Existing code:
Does not address

Proposed guidelines:
Encourage cross access between adjacent properties

Advantages:
•Minimize traffic along the corridor
•Promote interconnections between development sites
•Maximize pedestrian walkway
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Free	Standing	Signage
Existing code:
Title 6 Building Requirements, Chapter 8 Signs 
and Advertising Structures

Pole signs: 24’ – 45’ mx ht.
24’ ht applied to 50’ wide lot
Sliding scale used to reach 45’ max (only applies 
to a 260’ wide lot)

Ground signs: 24’ ht with 300 sf sign size

Proposed guidelines:
Within downtown, free standing: 
masonry sign facing materials;
Landscaped sign bases, 6’ wd
Billboards not permitted

Within downtown, building mounted:
Simple sign supports, no elaborate truss 
structures 
Externally lit preferred
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Free	Standing	Signage

Existing code:
Title 6 Building Requirements, Chapter 8 
Signs and Advertising Structures

Pole signs: 24’ – 45’ mx ht.
24’ ht applied to 50’ wide lot
Sliding scale used to reach 45’ max (only 
applies to a 260’ wide lot)

Ground signs: 24’ ht with 300 sf sign size

Proposed guidelines:
Corridor areas, free standing:
Masonry sign facing materials;
Landscaped sign bases, 6’ wd
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Lighting
Existing code:
Title 4 Zoning; Ch 13, Off Street Parking and Loading
4‐13‐3‐2 Design, Construction and Maintenance of 
Parking

Proposed guidelines:
Unified site lighting pole style and fixture
LED Technology
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Landscape
Existing code:
Title 4 Zoning; Ch 10, Parking District
4‐13‐3‐2 Design, Construction and 
Maintenance of Parking
Landscape references 5’ wd where 
abuts a residential district, but does not 
address where parking abuts  95th St.

Proposed guidelines:
Parking lot perimeter landscape: 
• 7’ min wd and 42” fence
Parking lot interior landscape: 
• 1 landscaped parking space 

per 15 car spaces
Building foundation landscape: 
• 4’ min wd
Buffering between commercial and 
surrounding residential: 
• 6’ wd for screening plantings
• 3’ wd for masonry or opaque 

wood fence with plantings
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Sustainable	Site	
Incentives

Existing code:
Does not address

Proposed guidelines:
Municipal incentives for incorporation of 

sustainable systems and materials:

• Permeable paving
• Light colored pavements
• Raingardens & bioswales
• Locally sourced building and 

landscape materials
• LEED certified buildings
• Recycled building materials
• Sustainable building systems
• LED lighting
• Drip irrigation systems
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Development	Review	Process

Existing code:
Development review addressed in multiple locations throughout code

Proposed guidelines:
Revise code to place all development review items in one section or:

Create a development review guide on the Village’s website
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• Transportation Goals
• Streetscape Goals
• Design Guidelines, Zoning and Land Use Goals
• Economic Development Goals
• Transportation & Streetscape Enhancement 

Funding Opportunities

IMPLEMENTATION
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GOAL: 

Through partnerships between the Village, Community and 
Public Agencies, transform 95th Street into a gateway to 
the community.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Support existing corridor businesses, attract new shops 
and dining;

2. Support Downtown as the cultural centerplace of the 
community;

3. Maintain a neighborhood friendly atmosphere;
4. Reinforce a multi‐modal environment with a focus on 

pedestrian safety;
5. Create a series of eye‐catching experiences.

95TH ST	CORRIDOR	GOALS	&	OBJECTIVES


